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REPLACEMENT OF BUST OF 
ROGER BROOKE TANEY WITH 
BUST OF THURGOOD MARSHALL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of S. 5229, legislation to: 

remove the bust of Roger Taney from the 
United States Capitol 

and commission a new statue honoring Jus-
tice Thurgood Marshall. 

Let us salute those who have fought for this 
action in the House: 

Leader STENY HOYER 
Whip JIM CLYBURN 
CBC Chair JOYCE BEATTY 
Chair BENNIE THOMPSON 
Congresswoman BARBARA LEE 
Congressman G. K. BUTTERFIELD and our 

former colleague, Mayor Karen Bass. 
Driven by their leadership, this Chamber 

has proudly and repeatedly voted to remove 
statues of Taney, Confederate officials and 
other advocates of bigotry from the Capitol 
grounds. 

The House is grateful to the Senate for tak-
ing an important step forward—voting unani-
mously to remove this vile tribute to Taney— 
author of the horrendous Dred Scott ruling. 

We look forward to swiftly sending this bill to 
the President’s desk, and we remain com-
mitted to sweeping out other vestiges of hate 
from the halls of Congress. 

This building is a Temple of Democracy. It 
is a monument to our nation’s most funda-
mental ideals. 

It reflects all that we take pride in as a na-
tion—and so too should the tributes that grace 
its halls. 

They should honor those who sought to 
strengthen our Democracy for all—not weaken 
it in favor of a few. 

They should honor those who fought to ex-
pand freedom—not restrict its blessings. 

There is no room for celebrating the violent, 
racist atrocities of our past—nor those who 
championed them. 

That is why, in 2020, I proudly ordered the 
removal of the portraits of four Speakers who 
traitorously served in the Confederacy. 

It is why the House has voted to remove 
Confederate statues from the Capitol. 

And it is why we have made clear again and 
again that Roger Taney must have no place 
under this sacred roof. 

Taney’s legacy is one of hatred and oppres-
sion: 

a mind twisted by bigotry 
and a lifetime spent defending the evils of 

slavery. 
He is inextricably linked to one of the most 

horrific chapters of our history. And yet, this 
bigot’s likeness still casts a shadow over the 
Old Supreme Court Chamber. 

Who better to replace him than one of the 
most admired jurists of our history: Justice 
Thurgood Marshall. 

A trailblazing champion of civil rights—a 
voice for equal justice under the law and a 
force for our Democracy—Justice Marshall 
sought to uphold the best of America. 

Personally, I will be deeply proud to see this 
Baltimore native take his rightful place amid 
the Capitol’s pantheon of great American patri-
ots. 

His statue will bring luster to this building, 
just as his legacy continues to bring luster to 
our nation: guiding America toward the future 
our children deserve—one ruled by under-
standing, not prejudice. 

Indeed, speaking in Philadelphia’s Inde-
pendence Hall three decades ago, Justice 
Marshall warned: 

‘‘Democracy cannot flourish amid fear. Lib-
erty cannot bloom amid hate. Justice cannot 
take root amid rage.’’ 

Today, the Congress honors those words. 
With this vote, we toss into the dustbin of his-
tory a monument to fear—to hate—to rage. 

With this vote, we renew our resolve to en-
sure that: 

Democracy will flourish 
liberty will bloom 
and justice will take root, from sea to shin-

ing sea. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge a resounding, bipartisan 

‘aye’ vote to finally send this bill to the Presi-
dent for signature. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
CARRIE PITTMAN MEEK 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to recognize and honor 
the life and legacy of Congresswoman Carrie 
Pittman Meek and commend her for her devo-
tion to the Nation and its ideals. 

Whereas, Carrie Mae Pittman was born on 
April 29, 1926, in Tallahassee, Florida, where 
she was raised, the youngest of 12 children of 
Willie and Carrie Pittman. She was the daugh-
ter of sharecroppers and granddaughter of a 
slave; and 

Whereas, Congresswoman Meek earned a 
bachelor’s degree in biology and physical edu-
cation from Florida A&M University while set-
ting records as a track and field athlete. Due 
to a ban in Florida that prevented Black stu-
dents from attending State graduate schools, 
Ms. Meek enrolled at the University of Michi-
gan, where she earned a master’s degree in 
public health and physical education; and 

Whereas, upon graduation, she accepted a 
position at Bethune Cookman College as an 
instructor and became the institution’s first fe-
male basketball coach. In 1958, she returned 
to Florida A&M as an instructor in Health and 
Physical Education; a position she held until 
1961. Meek continued her teaching career at 
Miami Dade Community College as the first 

Black professor, associate dean, and assistant 
to the Vice President from 1961 to 1979; and 

Whereas, in 1979, Meek began her trail-
blazing political career as a Democratic Flor-
ida State House Representative. From 1983 to 
1993, she served as the first African American 
woman in the Florida State Senate and went 
on to become a United States Congress-
woman representing Florida’s 17th Congres-
sional district. One of the first Black members 
from Florida elected to Congress since the 
Reconstruction Era, Meek was a member of 
the powerful Appropriations Committee and 
worked to secure $100 million in aid to rebuild 
Dade County as the area recovered from Hur-
ricane Andrew. While in the House, Congress-
woman Meek focused her attention on issues 
such as economic development, health care, 
education, and housing. She led legislation 
through Congress to improve Dade County’s 
transit system, airport, and seaport; to con-
struct a new family and childcare center in 
northern Dade County; and to fund advanced 
aviation training programs at Miami-Dade 
Community College. Meek emerged as a 
strong advocate for Haitian immigrants and 
senior citizens; and 

Whereas, Ms. Meek later retired from public 
office in 2002 and founded the Carrie Meek 
Foundation, which provides the Miami-Dade 
community with critical resources, opportuni-
ties, and jobs. Ms. Meek was awarded hon-
orary Juris Doctor degrees from the University 
of Miami, Florida A&M University, Barry Uni-
versity, Florida Atlantic University, and Rollins 
College. Ms. Meek was inducted into the Flor-
ida A&M University Sports Hall of Fame and 
honored with the co-naming of its James N. 
Eaton, Sr., Southeastern Regional Black Ar-
chives Research Center and Museum in Talla-
hassee, Florida. Ms. Meek was honored with 
the renaming of Broward County’s Nova 
Southeastern College’s Outstanding Education 
Leadership Achievement Scholarship and 
Miami, Florida’s Northwest 27th Boulevard; 
and 

Whereas, Congresswoman Meek leaves to 
continue her work and carry on her legacy her 
children: Lucia Davis-Raiford, Sheila Davis 
Kinui (Mike), Kendrick B. Meek (Arshi); grand-
children: Ayo Raiford Barrett, Maggie Aldophe, 
Ryan C. Aldophe, Amber F. Kinui, Carrie Y. 
Kinui, Lauren Meek, Kendrick Meek, Jr.; great- 
grandchildren: Alana Barrett, Carissa Barrett, 
Anya Bonhomme, Bryce Lim, Chloe Raiford, 
Aidan Barrett. Woven into the tapestry of her 
life were special nieces and nephews: Juanita 
Pittman Bivins, Betty J. Pittman, Samuel Pitt-
man, Jr. (Shirley), Cynthia G. Gilliam, Dr. Vin-
cent June, Carmen V. Terry, Dorothy Ottman, 
Left to mourn her and sit in the shade under 
the trees in the forest she planted are a host 
of family members, dear cherished friends, 
and a beloved community; and Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved That I, FREDERICA S. WILSON, a 
member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives representing the 24th Congres-
sional District of Florida, am honored to recog-
nize the late Congresswoman Carrie Pittman 
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Meek for her exemplary career and contribu-
tions to public service, the people of Florida, 
and the American people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM EDWARD 
MORGAN 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to William Edward Morgan, 
Hospital Corpsman First Class, United States 
Navy, of Coppell, Texas for the honorable 
service he performed while in the Armed 
Forces of the United States of America and for 
his continued service to his community. 

Dr. Morgan enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
1975 and served in the Hospital Corps. He 
was assigned as a special operations/combat 
swimmer capable Corpsman with 3rd Recon-
naissance Battalion, 3rd Marine Division and 
then deployed on ship in the Asia Pacific. Dur-
ing his time in the Navy he rendered aid to a 
boat of Vietnamese refugees who had been 
attacked by pirates, was in elite Navy diving 
units, and part of the detail to raise President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s presidential yacht from 
the San Francisco Bay. 

The selflessness Dr. Morgan demonstrated 
in the U.S. Navy continues with his service to 
his community. He served as a doctor for 18 
years at the Walter Reed Military Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Maryland and later in the 
White House Medical Unit and on the U.S. 
Naval Academy’s Sports Medicine Team. He 
currently sits on the Department of Veterans 
Affairs Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and 
Special Disabilities and as the president of 
Parker University here in Dallas. He has been 
instrumental in helping rebuild Parker Univer-
sity after it suffered incredible damage from a 
tornado in 2019. He has also expanded stu-
dent veterans services at the university, as 
well as provided considerable support for the 
school’s Yellow Ribbon program. 

Dr. Morgan’s service is consistent with the 
finest traditions of the United States Navy and 
reflects great credit upon himself, the State of 
Texas, and the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICHARD 
CHARLES TARTE 

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Richard Charles 
Tarte who passed away on November 1, 
2022, at the age of 86. 

Richard was born on September 14, 1936, 
to Charles and Eva Tarte, and grew up in Gar-
den City, Michigan. On August 28, 1959, Rich-
ard joined the Army and was a part of Com-
pany D, 3rd Engineer Battalion in Germany. 
During his service, he made the rank of Spe-
cialist 4th class before being honorably dis-
charged on July 31, 1965. 

Richard learned the carpentry trade from his 
father and after finishing his career in the 
service started his own roofing and siding 
company. He also married Sally and made 
Jackson, Michigan a home. He was a resident 
of Jackson until his passing. 

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to recog-
nize the life of this great American. I send my 
most heartfelt condolences to Richard’s many 
loved ones, and I hope they find comfort dur-
ing this difficult time in the knowledge that 
Richard lived a full, enriching life. There is 
nothing more one can ask for. We thank Rich-
ard for his service to our country and to his 
community. 

f 

HONORING SANDHILLS COMMU-
NITY COLLEGE PRESIDENT DR. 
JOHN R. DEMPSEY FOR 33 YEARS 
OF LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Sandhills Community College Presi-
dent Dr. John R. Dempsey for 33 years of 
leadership and service within our community. 
President Dempsey will retire at the end of the 
year. 

President Dempsey began his career in 
education in 1974 as a professor and asso-
ciate dean at The College of Charleston. He 
later served as President of Belmont Abbey 
College before becoming President of 
Sandhills Community College in 1989. His 33 
year tenure is the longest at a single institution 
among all current community college presi-
dents in North Carolina. 

President Dempsey’s robust background 
and skillful leadership has positively trans-
formed Sandhills Community College to better 
support all in our community. His tactful fund-
raising improved the College’s endowment 
from $1 million to $50 million, which currently 
stands as the second highest among commu-
nity colleges in North Carolina. He instituted 
the Sandhills Promise program, which pro-
vides free tuition for two years to any student 
from Moore or Hoke County, and the Guaran-
tors program, which provides financial assist-
ance to established Sandhills students who 
come across unexpected financial troubles. 
Additionally, he further developed the Col-
lege’s Hoke Center satellite campus by im-
proving its facilities and instituting the 
SandHoke Early College in coordination with 
Hoke County Schools. He has overseen nu-
merous projects on Sandhills’ main campus, 
including the conversion of the auditorium into 
the multi-venue Bradshaw Performing Arts 
Center. President Dempsey’s work has also 
been crucial in ensuring that instructors at the 
College receive proper care. He established a 
hierarchical system of organization to distin-
guish professors and associate professors, 
and his colleagues have widely remarked on 
his commitment to and success in providing 
instructors with necessary resources and ma-
terials. For his outstanding service, President 
Dempsey has been awarded many civic hon-
ors and awards. Perhaps most impressively, 
he became the inaugural recipient of the 
United Way of Moore County’s Cornerstone 
Award in 2004. 

Such impressive accomplishments represent 
only a fraction of President Dempsey’s impact 
on Sandhills Community College and our com-
munity more broadly. I would like to offer my 
most heartfelt appreciation to President 
Dempsey for his committed and impactful 
leadership, and I join our entire community in 
gratitude as we honor his extraordinary career. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring Sandhills Community College Presi-
dent, Dr. John R. Dempsey for his career of 
exemplary leadership and service to his com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PETER MORIN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Peter Morin as he retires after 
36 years of public service to the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and the South Shore 
community. 

Inspired by Atticus Finch in To Kill a Mock-
ingbird, Peter knew from a young age that he 
wanted to be a lawyer. After receiving his 
Bachelor of Arts in political science from 
George Washington University and his Juris 
Doctor from Western New England University 
School of Law, Peter first began his extensive 
career in public service as counsel to the Mas-
sachusetts Department of Mental Health in 
1986, and later became the agency’s director 
of investigations. For over two decades, Peter 
diligently served the people of Massachusetts, 
working for the state government in a variety 
of roles, including general counsel to the Mas-
sachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine; 
senior litigation counsel and director of per-
formance measurement for the Massachusetts 
Department of Correction; and director of civil 
process and investigations for the Norfolk 
County Sheriffs Office. 

Seeing how measures passed at the munic-
ipal level could help and directly impact those 
in his community, Peter was always involved 
with local government in his hometown of 
Braintree, Massachusetts. Even throughout his 
years working as an attorney for the Common-
wealth, Peter consistently volunteered for town 
committees and meetings and was elected to 
town wide office as a selectman and assessor. 
After serving as chairman of the Braintree 
Charter Commission, Peter moved from volun-
teering to working for the Town of Braintree 
fulltime in 2008, as the chief of staff and oper-
ations for Braintree’s first mayor, Joseph Sul-
livan, and helped the town transition from a 
town meeting form of government to a mayor- 
council form. Peter then served as Braintree 
town solicitor before continuing his work at the 
municipal level as town administrator for the 
nearby Town of Norwell in 2015. 

Over the past 7 years as town administrator, 
Peter has acted as Norwell’s chief operating 
officer, overseeing the daily operations of the 
town, and handling the budget and much of 
the behind-the-scenes operations. Following 
the onset of the COVID–19 pandemic, Peter 
helped the town navigate and integrate new 
safety protocol and remote work to allow town 
operations to continue while ensuring that his 
colleagues felt safe and supported in their 
work during a time of uncertainty. 
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After three decades of public service, Peter 

retires from Nowell this December. Peter has 
dedicated his career to serving the people of 
Massachusetts and the South Shore, and I 
wish him many years of well-deserved happi-
ness in retirement. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Peter 
Morin, and I ask that my colleagues join me in 
recognizing his career and commitment to 
serving his community and the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE FREDERICK P. 
AGUIRRE 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary achievements and 
career of retired California Superior Court 
Judge Frederick P. Aguirre. 

Judge Aguirre attributes every opportunity 
he had in life to the heroism of his family, par-
ticularly his father, who played a major role in 
helping desegregate the schools he and his 
siblings attended in Placentia, California. 

A graduate of the University of Southern 
California and the University of California at 
Los Angeles Law School, Judge Aguirre 
learned to appreciate that it was the service of 
his father in the U.S. Military, along with nu-
merous other family members, that gave his 
padre the power to stand up to the inequity he 
saw after returning home from World War II. 

Aguirre’s father, Alfred, Uncles Richard and 
Joe, and 23 assorted cousins all served in 
Germany, Italy, North Africa, the Pacific in all 
branches of the U.S. Military during World War 
II, He also had 6 cousins who served in the 
Korean War and others who are still military 
members. 

After returning from war, many of those 
servicemen, now accustomed to receiving the 
same treatment as white soldiers, did not 
stand by when their children were expected to 
attend separate schools. Aguirre’s father, who 
worked in construction the rest of his life, 
joined the fight to integrate Orange County 
Schools, eventually becoming the first His-
panic City Councilman in Placentia. 

Because of the sacrifices of his 
antepasados ancestors, Aguirre achieved suc-
cess as a lawyer and as a judge. His wife, 
Linda, whose father and 5 uncles served in 
World War II and Korea, also experienced an 
accomplished career as a teacher for 3 dec-
ades in the Anaheim Union High School Dis-
trict. The couple, who never forgot the free-
dom and opportunities their forefathers pro-
vided, realized it was now time for them to re-
ciprocate by researching and documenting the 
pivotal—and largely unknown—role Mexican 
Americans from Orange County played in U.S. 
military history, 

Under the non-profit Latino Advocates for 
Education, Frederick and Linda, along with re-
search partner Rogelio Rodriguez, produced 
books, a documentary and a website, which is 
now managed by the Orange County Depart-
ment of Education. 

Their recognition efforts also involved hold-
ing numerous community events to honor 
Latino veterans at local colleges and univer-
sities. These events continue today, most re-

cently with Chapman University’s History De-
partment, which has taken on the task of re-
cording oral histories of Orange County’s 
Latino veterans. 

Judge Aguirre’s efforts to recognize and 
honor Latino veterans calls attention to his 
dedication in uplifting his Hispanic community. 
Throughout his professional career, he served 
as the President of the Orange County His-
panic Bar Association, as well as the Presi-
dent of the League of United Latin American 
Citizen. 

Among his many accolades, he was recog-
nized in 2014 as one of the ‘‘101 Influential 
Latinos in the U.S.’’ by Latino Leaders Maga-
zine. Additionally, Mr, Aguirre was named 
Judge of the Year by the Hispanic Bar Asso-
ciation of Orange County in 2003. 

Frederick Aguirre has created a legacy with 
roots that trace back to his father, a WWII vet-
eran, his mother, Julia, who supported the war 
effort as a Rosie the Riveter working at Doug-
las Aircraft in Long Beach, and to his many 
relatives who served honorably in the U.S. 
Military, 

For his efforts, the world now knows the 
names of the Mexican-Americans who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in service to their coun-
try. I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the legacy of Judge Frederick P. 
Aguirre’s work to ensure that Mexican-Amer-
ican veterans will be remembered honorably in 
American history. 

f 

HONORING COMMISSIONER 
ROBERT SHELLEY 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Robert Shelley 
for his stellar service and contributions as 
Commissioner of the City of Aventura. 

Someone once said this about local govern-
ment, ‘‘when you are in local government, you 
are on the ground, and you are looking into 
the eyes and hearts of the people you are 
there to serve. It teaches you to listen; it 
teaches you to be expansive in the people 
with whom you talk to; and that engagement 
gives you political judgment.’’ 

It is this same standard of leadership and 
approach that has distinguished his success at 
the City of Aventura. With input given from 
passionate public servants like Commissioner 
Shelley, Aventura is certain to have a bright 
future guided by a grounded approach to local 
governance, cooperation, and investment in 
the well-being of this community achieved dur-
ing his tenure in office as a Commissioner. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Commissioner Robert Shelley for the comple-
tion of his term in office, his time, his commit-
ment, and outstanding contribution rep-
resenting the residents of the City Aventura. 

RECOGNIZING COUNCILOR EVELYN 
‘‘MIMI’’ WOODSON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a dedicated public servant, 
community activist, trailblazer, and dear friend 
of longstanding to my wife, Vivian, and me, 
Councilor Evelyn ‘‘Mimi’’ Woodson. She will be 
honored at an event on December 15, 2022, 
at the Columbus Convention and Trade Cen-
ter for her 28 years as a member of the Co-
lumbus City Council. 

Councilor Woodson’s story is truly the epit-
ome of the American Dream. She was born in 
Manati, Puerto Rico and spent her formative 
years in New York and Chicago before her 
family eventually settled in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. 

Because of her love of country, she joined 
the Wisconsin National Guard as a part time 
soldier before entering the United States Army 
where she served her country faithfully for 13 
and a half years. During her distinguished mili-
tary career, she was honored with the Good 
Conduct Medal, two Oak Leaf Clusters, and 
the Army Commendation Medal. 

Councilor Woodson moved to Columbus in 
1993 and immediately became involved in the 
community, establishing Kids and Things, a 
successful business that had as its focus the 
importance of youth in the community and 
civic engagement. 

Because of her love of her community and 
her belief that she could make a difference, 
Councilor Woodson offered herself as a can-
didate for the Columbus City Council. The vot-
ers of District 7 elected her, and she took her 
first oath of office on January 3, 1995. She 
made history by becoming the first Latino City 
Councilor in the history of Columbus, Georgia. 
She would be re-elected 6 more times be-
cause of the trust placed in her by her con-
stituents. 

During her tenure in elective office, Coun-
cilor never lost sight of the importance of com-
munity and remained closely connected. She 
has been involved with many community orga-
nizations during her time on the City Council 
to include Columbus Against Drugs, 
Winterfield on the Move, American Red Cross, 
South Columbus Revitalization, Georgia Mu-
nicipal Association, National League of Cities, 
Community Advancement, Hispanic Elected 
Officials (served as President), Georgia Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected Officials Board of Di-
rectors, Community Warriors, American Le-
gion, and the Columbus Steam Center. Along 
with the late Harold ‘‘Lefty’’ Encarnacion, she 
was one of the driving forces behind the Tri 
City Latino Association’s cultural festival in Co-
lumbus, Georgia that honors the significant 
role that Latinos have played in our country’s 
rich history. The festival celebrated its 9th year 
in September. 

Because of her great work and advocacy in 
her community, Councilor Woodson has been 
honored with many awards during her public 
service to include: Keep Columbus Beautiful 
Litter Presentation Award, Perty Favorite City 
Leader Award; Ernestine Aurelia Mack Service 
to Mankind Award; the Rainbow Push Coali-
tion Woman on the Rise Award; Women of 
Action, The Courier Community Service 
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Award; the Harold ‘‘Lefty’’ Encarnacion Com-
munity Service Award; the Dr. Ophelia Devore 
Young Unsung Hero Honors; Mundo Hispanic 
Atlanta Distinguish Person of the Year; The 
Panamanian Association of Columbus, Geor-
gia Mother of the Year; William H. Spencer 
High School Generosity in Service; Spen-
cerian Service Award; Davis Broadcasting 
Women of Excellence Award; Columbus Geor-
gia Chapter of J.U.G.S. Women of Action 
Honoree; and she was a 2022 inductee into 
the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Hall of Fame. 

Councilor Woodson has used her time on 
the Columbus City Council for good. She 
would always ask the questions that others 
were afraid to ask. During her time in office, 
she truly served as a voice to the voiceless 
and gave hope to the hopeless. 

It has been said that ‘‘Service is the rent 
that we pay for the space that we occupy here 
on this earth.’’ Councilor Evelyn ‘‘Mimi’’ Wood-
son has paid her rent and she has paid it well. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and Me, along with the more than 
730,000 people of the Second District in con-
gratulating and commending Councilor Evelyn 
‘‘Mimi’’ Woodson for her years of service to 
our country, state, and the Columbus City 
Council. May God continue to ‘‘order the 
steps’’ of her life as she embarks on her next 
journey. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TRACY SHANE 
CHUMBLEY 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the Citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to Tracy Shane Chumbley, 
Damage Controlman Second Class, United 
States Navy, of Dallas, Texas for the honor-
able service he performed while in the Armed 
Forces of the United States of America and for 
his continued service to his community. 

Mr. Chumbley enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 
1989 as a Damage Controlman, seeing sea 
service during Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm, and helped provide 
relief efforts during the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake, for which he was awarded the 
Humanitarian Service Medal. His decorations. 
in addition to the Humanitarian Service Medal, 
include the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 
and the Southwest Asia Service Medal. 

The selflessness Mr. Chumbley dem-
onstrated in the U.S. Navy continues with his 
service to the community. He is a firefighter 
with the Garland Fire Department and works 
closely with the Dallas chapter of the Court 
Appointed Special Advocates Association 
(CASA), which pairs community volunteers 
with abused and neglected children to help 
judges make the best decision when finding a 
new caring and safe home for those children. 

Mr. Chumbley’s service is consistent with 
the finest traditions of the United States Navy 
and reflects great credit upon himself, the 
State of Texas, and the United States of 
America. 

HONORING NED REYNOLDS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the wonderful life of Ned Reynolds, a 
resident of Springfield, Missouri, legendary 
broadcaster and a great friend to many includ-
ing myself. For each of the 22 years I con-
ducted the Missouri State all Sports Auction 
Ned was one of my two set up men that would 
introduce each item being auctioned along 
with another area Sportscasting Legend Art 
Hains. 

St. Louis loved Jack Buck. Kansas City em-
braced Len Dawson. Springfield and the 
Ozarks proudly claim Ned Reynolds. 

People in the Ozarks have been watching 
and listening to Ned Reynolds on KY3 and on 
the radio for more than 50 years. They have 
heard the phrases ‘‘get that off the screen’’ 
when one of the local favorites lost a game 
and ‘‘bon jour and good sports’’ at the end of 
many newscasts. Anyone who has met Ned 
will say sports is in his blood. 

While many people in the Ozarks consider 
Ned a Missouri native, he grew up in Haddon-
field, N.J. Ned is the middle child of three 
boys. His older brother is a retired professor at 
Rutgers University and his younger brother is 
retired from the U.S. Steel Corporation and 
heads the fundraising efforts for Theo’s Work, 
an orphanage for underprivileged children in 
Haiti. Ned has a daughter, Stephanie, who is 
married to Darrell Hasse. He also has two 
grandchildren and one great grandchild. 

His father was a high school principal and 
provided educational direction. His mother, a 
concert pianist, developed his love of Classical 
music. After graduating from Haddonfield Me-
morial High School, Ned attended Temple Uni-
versity in Philadelphia. With the strong sug-
gestion from his father, Ned studied English 
rather than journalism. His father felt that a 
basic overall education would be more bene-
ficial to career enhancement than journalism. 

Ned has been doing sports since he was a 
kid. He was an announcer for little league 
games, high school sports reporting for local 
newspapers and emceed many local sporting 
events. In high school, he worked part-time at 
WKDN in Camden, NJ. Ned made his first tel-
evision appearance on NBC’s Today show 
when he was only 15. He won a special guest 
appearance by sending a demo tape of his 
sports commentary of course, 

After graduation from Temple University, 
Ned joined the Navy. He applied to get into 
the armed forces radio, but was placed into 
the medical corps as a land-based surgical 
technician. After 4 years serving our country, 
and with his father’s blessing to go into broad-
casting, Ned came to KY3 in 1967. He has 
said that he drove into the parking lot at KY3 
and never left. With his very early start in 
radio during high school, college, and in the 
service, Ned assumed his broadcasting career 
would be in radio. However, as is the nature 
of the broadcasting profession, a change was 
on the horizon. Working at KY3 is the only TV 
job that Ned has ever had. When asked why 
he switched from radio to television, he said: 
‘‘KY3 had an opening and I was lucky enough 
to be in the right place at the right time.’’ Ned 
officially retired from KY3 in 2014. 

Ned’s retirement didn’t last long. He cur-
rently hosts a daily morning sports talk show 
on Springfield’s Jock 96.9 and you can still 
see his sports commentary every Monday 
night on KY3 Sports. Ned continues to be the 
play-by-play announcer for the Double-A 
Springfield Cardinals games on KY3 and The 
Ozarks CW. 

If Ned isn’t on the radio or television, he is 
doing philanthropy work in the community. He 
gives endless hours to numerous organiza-
tions. Ned has served on the Missouri Sports 
Hall of Fame board; spokesman for the United 
Way of the Ozarks and the boards of Spring-
field Symphony, Springfield Ballet, ARC of the 
Ozarks and he MC’s the annual Honor Flight 
of the Ozarks banquets. He can still be fre-
quently seen on public service announce-
ments airing on KY3 promoting several local 
charities and their events. 

His sports reporting and dedication to the 
community have not gone unnoticed. Ned was 
honored to be selected as a Torch Barrier for 
the 1996 Olympic Torch Relay in Ste. Gene-
vieve, Missouri for the Atlanta Games. At the 
end of his leg of the race, he handed the torch 
to Ozzie Smith of the St. Louis Cardinals. In 
2001 Ned was inducted into the Missouri 
Sports Hall of Fame and received the Cham-
pion Award in 2002 from the Ambassadors of 
Community Health Award. In 2014 he was in-
ducted into the Mid-America Emmy’s Silver 
Circle and in 2019 he was inducted into The 
Missouri Broadcaster’s Hall of Fame. He was 
even the first person with their own bobbIe 
head in the inaugural season of the Springfield 
Cardinals. 

Much has happened since his Today Show 
appearance—and in Ned’s own words . . . ‘‘it 
has been a wonderful ride.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have Ned 
Reynolds as a friend and I join his family, 
friends and the entire broadcasting community 
in honoring his lifetime of accomplishments 
and service to the Missouri Ozarks. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHAPTER 154 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica, Chapter 154. 

It has come to my attention that this chapter 
has been graciously hosting monthly lunch-
eons at Oakmont Sterling Senior Community 
in my district. The love and appreciation they 
show to the veteran residents of this senior 
community, and the surrounding area, is so 
valuable to enriching the lives of our senior 
veterans. 

This chapter of heroes selflessly honors and 
cherishes those who have served our country. 
I am so proud of their patriotism and contin-
ued service to our veteran commnunity. I 
thank them for the joy they bring to senior vet-
erans. 
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HONORING THE CONTINUED SERV-

ICE OF LIEUTENANT LOGAN 
O’SHEA 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the contributions of Lieu-
tenant Logan O’Shea, United States Navy, 
during his service as a legislative fellow in my 
Washington, DC office this year. Throughout 
2022, Logan has played a critical role in sup-
porting my work on the House Armed Services 
Committee and representing the proud Navy 
community in Eastern Connecticut. 

As Chairman of the House Seapower and 
Projection Forces Subcommittee, which has 
the solemn, critical duty of overseeing much of 
our nation’s Navy, Marine Corps, and various 
Air Force programs and policies. Year in, and 
year out, the Department of Defense’s legisla-
tive fellowship program brings highly talented 
junior officers to Capitol Hill that provide in-
valuable benefits to Members of the House 
and Senate to the defense committees. Offi-
cers, like Logan, bring real-world experience 
from their time in the classroom at the various 
academies and experiences from their time 
serving on active duty. This year, as our sub-
committee once again considered our ap-
proach to critical shipbuilding programs, ship-
building industrial base development, and 
Navy and Marine Corps readiness through the 
Fiscal Year 2023 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, Logan provided exquisite judgement 
in navigating the landscape of crafting such a 
large and critical piece of legislation. 

Logan has also seized initiative in a variety 
of areas beyond naval affairs that benefit 
Eastern Connecticut. He worked tirelessly to 
provide insight in our Navy’s planned ship-
building programs, communicated with leader-
ship at Naval Submarine New London to im-
prove the quality of life on base, and drafted 
policy to examine how we can better improve 
the lives of our Navy civilian workers on var-
ious installations. He also served as the staff 
lead for the Friends of Australia Caucus and 
the AUKUS Working Group, both of which I 
serve as co-chair, ensuring that the ties be-
tween our countries remain as strong as ever. 
This is of special importance as our two na-
tions continue to develop key priorities in sup-
port of the AUKUS security agreement to en-
sure a free and open Indo-Pacific. Logan’s 
work to coordinate with the Executive Branch, 
other Members of Congress, and the Aus-
tralian and British Embassies has facilitated 
new partnerships in support of our shared 
principles. In particular, he participated in 
drafting H.R. 8073, a bill establishing a joint 
training pipeline between the U.S. Navy and 
the Royal Australian Navy to enable the 
AUKUS effort to create a nuclear-powered 
submarine force. This bill was later adopted as 
part of the Fiscal Year 2023 NDAA. 

Logan’s work ethic, diligence, intelligence, 
and first-hand experience as a Nuclear Sur-
face Warfare Officer made an immediate ben-
efit and memorable impact on my office and 
subcommittee staff. After traveling across the 
world with tenures on the USS Carney (DDG 
64) and USS Nimitz (CVN 68), I am thankful 
for his family’s tremendous sacrifice to our na-
tion and for landing in Washington for the cur-

rent phase of their life. Though Logan’s pres-
ence will be deeply missed by both my per-
sonal staff and Seapower staff, I know full-well 
that he will make his presence known as he 
heads to the Surface Warfare Officer Depart-
ment Head Course at Naval Station Newport 
in Rhode Island. 

Madam Speaker, as has also been the case 
for each of his predecessors that my office 
has had the opportunity to host, I have bene-
fited greatly from Logan’s training and back-
ground. This recurring process that the fellow-
ship program fosters, strengthens civilian-mili-
tary understanding for future leaders of the 
greatest military in the world, which I believe 
is a necessary component of a strong democ-
racy. Our nation is best served at sea and 
here onshore by officers and leaders of the 
highest caliber like Logan. He embodies such 
qualities and has a promising career ahead in 
continued service to our Nation, and we owe 
him such gratitude. To that end, I ask that the 
House join me in wishing LT Logan O’Shea, 
his spouse Megan, and their dog Murphy, the 
best of luck in their next life chapter, particu-
larly as they welcome their first born into the 
world. 

f 

HONORING LEONARD PITTS, JR. 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Pulitzer Prize- 
winning columnist, journalist, and novelist, 
Leonard Pitts, Jr. Mr. Pitts is the recipient of 
the 2022 5000 Role Models of Excellence Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom and Justice 
Award. 

A native of Southern California, Pitts en-
tered the University of Southern California at 
15 through a special honors program and 
graduated summa cum laude with a degree in 
English at age 19. 

Upon graduation, he worked as a freelance 
music reviewer for a broad range of publica-
tions. He wrote scripts for the award-winning 
documentary films King: From Atlanta to the 
Mountaintop (1986), Who We Are (1988), and 
Young Black Men: A Lost Generation (1990). 
He served as a staff writer for the music 
countdown show American Top 40 and its leg-
endary host, Casey Kasem, from 1989 to 
1991. In 1991, he was hired as a music critic 
by the Miami Herald and began writing com-
mentary in 1995. 

He is perhaps best known for his twice- 
weekly syndicated columns that tackle the 
race, politics, and culture. He won the 2007 
Pulitzer Prize in Commentary ‘‘for his fresh, vi-
brant columns that spoke, with both passion 
and compassion, to ordinary people on often 
divisive issues.’’ 

Other awards include first place for com-
mentary in division four in the American Asso-
ciation of Sunday and Feature Editors’ Ninth 
Annual Writing Awards competition; three Na-
tional Association of Black Journalists’ Awards 
of Excellence; and NABJ’s 2008 Journalist of 
the Year. He is a five-time recipient of the At-
lantic City Press Club’s National Headliners 
Award and a seven-time recipient of the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists’ Green Eye-

shade Award. In 2001, he received the Amer-
ican Society of Newspaper Editors prestigious 
Award for Commentary Writing and was 
named Feature of the Year in the column writ-
ing division by Editor and Publisher magazine. 
In 2002, the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnists awarded Pitts its inaugural Col-
umnist of the Year award; in 2016, it named 
him to its Hall of Fame. In 2002 and in 2009, 
GLAAD Media awarded Pitts the Outstanding 
Newspaper Columnist award. In 2017, he was 
awarded the Missouri Honor Medal and has 
received four honorary doctorates. The father 
of five is the author of four novels and has 
also written nonfiction books. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Leonard Pitts, Jr. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
MURAT GOKCIGDEM 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize my longtime Chief of 
Staff, Mr. Murat Gokcigdem. He is leaving the 
Hill this month after 29 years of service to the 
House of Representatives. 

Prior to coming to my office, Mr. Gokcigdem 
attended West Virginia University in Charles-
ton, earning his bachelor’s and his master’s 
degree in International Public Policy. He then 
began his career as a Hill staffer working for 
Congressmen Jim Moody and Tom Barrett. He 
worked his way from Special Assistant to Leg-
islative Director before joining my staff. He has 
since served in my Washington, DC office for 
over 21 years. He began as my Legislative Di-
rector in 2001 and quickly demonstrated a 
deep understanding of the legislative process 
and inner workings of Capitol Hill. His success 
in that role led me to promote him to Chief of 
Staff, where he has long advised me on all 
communications, legislative, and administrative 
issues and managed my DC and district office 
staff. 

Murat has been a constant companion for 
those 21 years, probably more so than he 
ever imagined. I would not have made it this 
long in this job without his counsel. I call him 
at all hours of the day and night, make seem-
ingly impossible requests, and rely on him in 
part for every aspect of my Congressional op-
eration. 

Murat has also served as a resource for 
Legislative Directors, Chiefs of Staff, and 
schedulers from all over the Hill, particularly 
for those serving the Congressional Black 
Caucus and the Texas delegation. They know 
that if they have a question, Murat has an an-
swer. 

Murat’s presence in my office has greatly 
improved my capacity to serve the constitu-
ents of TX-30 and supported the professional 
development of those who have worked for 
me. 

I want to thank him and his family, his wife 
Elin and his children Ela and Elif, for his serv-
ice, his counsel, and most importantly, his 
friendship over the years. 
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RECOGNIZING RICARDO TORREZ 

CASTAÑUELA 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the Citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to Ricardo Torrez 
Castañuela, Master Sergeant, United States 
Air Force, of North Richland Hills, Texas for 
the honorable service he performed while in 
the Armed Forces of the United States of 
America and for his continued service to his 
community. 

Mr. Castañuela enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
1948 and served as part of an ordnance com-
pany during the Korean War, running muni-
tions to the front lines. Upon returning to the 
United States he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
in 1954, being awarded a Bronze Star for mer-
itorious actions while in Vietnam. His decora-
tions, in addition to his Bronze Star, include 
the Korean Service Medal, the Vietnam Serv-
ice Medal, the National Defense Service 
Medal with two Oak Leaf clusters, and the Air 
Force Commendation Medal with an Oak Leaf 
Cluster to denote three awards. 

The selflessness Mr. Castañuela dem-
onstrated in the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force 
continues with his service to his community. 
He began his civilian career as a peace officer 
and corrections officer with the Tarrant County 
Sheriff’s Department, attaining the rank of 
Major and becoming the first Hispanic-Amer-
ican Warden of Tarrant County. 

Mr. Castañuela’s service is consistent with 
the finest traditions of the United States Army 
and reflects great credit upon himself, the 
State of Texas, and the United States of 
America. 

f 

HONORING MR. JOE SUTTON AND 
MR. ROBERT MARLING 

HON. YVETTE HERRELL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor Mr. Joe Sutton and Mr. Robert 
Marling, two long term friends who have emu-
lated the important values of true friendship. 

They will always cherish their friendly bets, 
usually paid in full in the form of 1 dollar bills, 
for their countless rounds of golf. And even 
more so, they will cherish the everlasting 
memories that they’ve formed together over 
the years. 

Through their friendship, Robert and Joe are 
both found to be philanthropic spirited and 
humble individuals, stewards of their commu-
nities, and serve as role models for many. 

Robert is smart, kindhearted, community- 
minded, and a great entrepreneur and mentor. 
He has been a major supporter of the Amer-
ican Heart Association, United Way, and doz-
ens of other major charities. 

Joe proudly served in the U.S. Army and re-
tired at the rank of Colonel. During his time in 
the Army, he held numerous command as-
signments in armor and aviation, served 2 

tours of duty in the Pentagon and was an 
Army Ranger. Joe authored a children’s book 
and has donated the proceeds from the book 
to ‘‘Children at Risk’’ focused on fighting child 
trafficking. It is my sincerest hope that their 
friendship continues to be a role model for 
others to see and learn from. In the world we 
find ourselves living in today, I can think of 
nothing better than to celebrate friends that 
truly last a lifetime. 

f 

PROVIDING RESEARCH AND ESTI-
MATES OF CHANGES IN PRECIPI-
TATION ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Committees on the Budget, 
Judiciary, and on Homeland Security, I rise in 
support of the Senate Amendment to H.R. 
1437 ‘‘Further Continuing Appropriations and 
Extensions Act, 2023’’, a resolution that pro-
vides funding to continue the operations of the 
federal government through December 23, 
2022, and avoids a wasteful and irresponsible 
shutdown. 

Passage of this resolution will avoid an inex-
cusable and unjustifiable government shut-
down that would disrupt the lives of millions of 
Americans who rely on the resources and sup-
port provided by the federal government. 

If this resolution does not pass: 
Millions of veterans will lose their healthcare 

benefits. 
People relying on Social Security will not re-

ceive their checks. 
Millions of government employees will lose 

their wages. 
Millions of Medicare and Medicaid bene-

ficiaries would lose access to visits and other 
medical needs. 

Food Stamps will not be sent out, leaving 
millions of Americans who rely on them at risk 
of hunger. 

Health insurance coverage to millions of 
children through the CHIP program will stop. 

All projects created by the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act will pause, and na-
tional parks and Smithsonian museums will 
close. 

In addition to these programs, House Demo-
crats have worked tirelessly throughout the 
117th Congress to pass legislation that will 
better the lives of Americans, legislation that 
has established programs that would also be 
impacted by a government shutdown. 

Our legislative agenda this Congress fo-
cused on lowering the price of health care and 
prescription drug costs, creating better paying 
jobs, acting on the climate crisis and making 
communities safer. 

For example, in this Congress the House 
has passed and sent to the President the fol-
lowing legislation that has been signed into 
law: 

H.R. 5376—INFLATION REDUCTION ACT OF 2022 
This historic piece of legislation lowered 

health care and prescription drug costs for mil-
lions. It forces Big Pharma to negotiate lower 
prices, caps the cost of drugs and insulin for 
seniors on Medicare, and locks in lower health 
insurance premiums that will save 13 million 
Americans an average of $800 a year. And 

the Inflation Reduction Act’s clean energy pro-
visions will make clean, secure American en-
ergy more affordable. 

H.R. 1319—AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021 
This law helped pull the economy out of the 

pandemic. It put vaccines in arms, money in 
pockets, and reopened the American econ-
omy. 

H.R. 3684—INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS 
ACT 

This law enacted a historic investment to re-
build our roads and bridges and bring clean 
water and high-speed internet to more com-
munities and created millions of union jobs. 

S. 2938—BIPARTISAN SAFER COMMUNITIES ACT 
The enactment of this bill expands back-

ground checks for the purchase of firearms, 
add increased protections for victims of do-
mestic violence, and fund violence prevention 
in schools and stronger mental health services 
to stop tragedies like mass shootings before 
they happen. 

House Democrats have also made strides to 
bettering American life through legislation that 
has yet to see action in the Senate. These in-
clude: 

H.R. 1, FOR THE PEOPLE ACT 
This comprehensive legislation would pro-

mote government transparency, strengthen ac-
cess to the ballot box and make it easier for 
Americans to exercise their right to vote, se-
cure election infrastructure, and curb the influ-
ence of dark money in politics. 

H.R. 6, DREAM AND PROMISE ACT 
The Dream and Promise Act would protect 

Dreamers, Temporary Protected Status (TPS), 
and Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) sta-
tus holders from deportation and provide an 
opportunity to obtain permanent legal status 
that would enable these groups to work legally 
within the United States and continue to con-
tribute to their local communities and econ-
omy. 

H.R. 7, PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT 
This bill would strengthen labor protections 

around equal pay by prohibiting the use of sal-
ary history to set compensation, provide more 
transparent options for joining class-action 
lawsuits challenging systemic discrimination, 
and require employers to show that gender 
pay gaps are job-related and consistent with 
business need. 

H.R. 842, PROTECTING THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE (PRO) 
ACT 

This bill aims to strengthen labor protections 
for union workers through overriding Repub-
lican-led ‘‘right to work’’ laws, promoting free 
and fair union elections, and holding compa-
nies that attempt to restrict union activity ac-
countable. 

Mr Speaker, with your leadership, House 
Democrats have passed historic pieces of leg-
islation that will benefit Americans for years to 
come, but our work is not done. 

If we fail to pass this Resolution, the new 
programs that we have enacted into law dur-
ing the 117th Congress, as well as all the 
other services and programs of the federal 
government will be shut down and American 
people in every corner of the country will suf-
fer needlessly and severely. 

As Members of Congress, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure that the government continues 
its operations so that Americans may continue 
to receive the resources services provided by 
the federal government passed December 16, 
2022. 
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I strongly support this legislation and urge 

all Members to join me in voting for the Sen-
ate Amendment to H.R. 1437 ‘‘Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 
2023.’’ 

f 

HONORING MIAMI/BAHAMAS 
GOOMBAY HONOREES 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today in celebration of the 39th 
Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival and to pay 
tribute to a group of remarkable individuals for 
their historic longevity journey and commit-
ment to Miami’s Coconut Grove community. 

The Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival is a 
celebration of cultural expression embracing 
the legacy of Miami’s Bahamian-rooted com-
munity known as Coconut Grove. The three- 
day celebration strives to provide a historical 
overview of the American/Bahamian culture by 
educating and exposing the public to its rich 
heritage and traditions. 

These pillars of the Coconut Grove commu-
nity have been an integral part in upholding 
the mission of the Miami/Bahamas Goombay 
Festival and deserve to be recognized: 
MayBelle Berry, Elizabeth Daniels, Thelma A. 
Gibson, Beatrice F. Johnson, Mary B. McCray, 
Delois McGriff, Hattie Mattox, Hattie M. Nelms, 
Ethel R. Phillip, and Dr. George A. Simpson. 

Since the 19th century, Bahamians have 
played a significant role in the City of Miami 
representing one third of the registered sig-
natories needed for the city’s incorporation. 
Their rich Bahamian heritage has been pre-
served throughout the years with the support 
of individuals like the 39th Miami/Bahamas 
Goombay Festival honorees. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
these living legends of Coconut Grove‘s rich 
history. 

f 

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
REGARDING H.R. 2415 AND H.R. 2641 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD the following exchange of let-
ters regarding H.R. 2415 and H.R 2641. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2022. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I write con-
cerning H.R. 2415, the ‘‘Orphaned Well Clean-
up and Jobs Act of 2021.’’ This legislation 
would amend section 349 of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to eliminate existing sub-
section (g) which authorized a technical and 
financial assistant program at the Depart-
ment of Energy to help States remedy envi-
ronmental problems caused by orphaned or 
abandoned oil and gas wells on State or pri-
vate land which is within the jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

In an effort to expedite the filing of the 
Natural Resources bill report for legislative 
history purposes, I agree to not seek a se-
quential referral at this time. The Com-
mittee takes this action with our mutual un-
derstanding that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral request of H.R. 2415 at this time, we do 
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject 
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. 

Finally, I would appreciate your response 
to this letter confirming this understanding 
and ask that a copy of our exchange of let-
ters on this matter be included in the Con-
gressional Record to memorialize our under-
standing. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2022. 
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: I write to you 
concerning H.R. 2641, the ‘‘Pacific Northwest 
Pumped Storage Hydropower Development 
Act of 2021.’’ 

I acknowledge and appreciate that despite 
considering seeking a sequential referral on 
this legislation, the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce decided not to do so when the 
Committee on Natural Resources filed our 
committee report on the bill. 

I thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure 
moves through the legislative process. I will 
ensure that our exchange of letters is in-
cluded in the Congressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 

Chair, House Natural Resources Committee. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2022. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I write con-
cerning H.R. 2641, the ‘‘Pacific Northwest 
Pumped Storage Hydropower Development 
Act of 2021 .’’ This legislation would elimi-
nate the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission’s role in the licensing of non-federal 
entities development of small conduit hydro-
power or pumped energy storage facilities at 
Bureau of Reclamation reservoir which is 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

In an effort to expedite the filing of the 
Natural Resources bill report for legislative 
history purposes, I agree to not seek a se-
quential referral at this time. The Com-
mittee takes this action with our mutual un-
derstanding that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral request of H.R. 2641 at this time, we do 
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject 
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. 

Finally, I would appreciate your response 
to this letter confirming this understanding 
and ask that a copy of our exchange of let-
ters on this matter be included in Congres-
sional Record to memorialize our under-
standing. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2022. 
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: I write to you 
concerning H.R. 2415, the ‘‘Orphaned Well 
Cleanup and Jobs Act of 2021.’’ 

I acknowledge and appreciate that despite 
considering seeking a sequential referral on 
this legislation, the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce decided not to do so when the 
Committee on Natural Resources filed our 
committee report on the bill. 

I thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure 
moves through the legislative process. I will 
ensure that our exchange of letters is in-
cluded in the Congressional Record . 

Sincerely, 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 

Chair, House Natural Resources Committee. 

f 

HONORING MS. DEBRA HEMBREE’S 
SERVICE TO SOUTH MISSISSIPPI 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of my district staff, Ms. 
Debra Hembree, for her 11 years of dedicated 
service as a congressional staffer. In 2011, 
Debra began working in my Pascagoula dis-
trict office as a Congressional Liaison pro-
viding casework assistance for constituents in 
several counties throughout the Fourth Con-
gressional District. 

Debra is originally from Canton, MS, and is 
a lifelong Mississippian. She attended and 
graduated from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and Mississippi State University, 
receiving her Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Elementary Education and Master’s in Ele-
mentary Education, respectively. 

Debra served the community, educating 
young children, the future leaders of our great 
state, during her 30 year teaching career in 
the Pascagoula-Gautier School District before 
her retirement in 2004. Shortly after her retire-
ment, Debra continued her teaching career at 
the Murray School at Wilmer Hall in Mobile, 
Alabama. While there, she embraced this new 
and challenging opportunity as the resource 
teacher for children in grades 6 through 12. 

Debra’s life was blessed 10 years ago when 
she met and married her husband, Tom. To-
gether they share 3 children: Debra’s daughter 
Anna, Anna’s husband Chip; Tom’s son Mitch, 
Mitch’s wife Diana; and Tom’s son Austin. 
They also have 2 precious grandsons, Jack 
and Hudson. 

The foundation of Debra’s life is her faith 
and belief that we are here to serve others. 
She is currently a member of First Baptist 
Church of Vancleave. Through the years, she 
has been involved in various areas of church 
service, including the preschool ministry, the 
Girls’ Auxiliary, the Women’s Ministry team, 
and Vacation Bible School. She has also been 
a member of the choir, 

I genuinely appreciate Debra’s years of 
service to the constituents of the Fourth Con-
gressional District. She has always been a 
loyal team member who has worked diligently 
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to assist constituents. Her positive attitude and 
exceptional work ethic are exemplary. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker, for allowing me to ex-
press my gratitude to Mrs. Debra Hembree for 
11 years of dedicated service. 

f 

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH 
COMMEMORATIVE WORK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of my bill, H.R. 6611 to authorize the 
French Embassy in the United States to es-
tablish a commemorative work in Rock Creek 
Park to honor the extraordinary contributions 
of Jean Monnet. 

Jean Monnet, a French citizen living in 
Washington, DC, played an extraordinary role 
promoting cooperation and peace on both 
sides of the Atlantic, which has furthered the 
national interest of the United States and is 
also of lasting historical significance to the 
American people. 

Specifically, he is credited for his skillful ef-
forts to restore peace between European na-
tions, playing a critical role during both World 
Wars, and is often referred to as the founder 
of the European Union. Having sowed the 
seeds of the European Union, we continue to 
reap the benefits of Monnet’s work today as 
evidence through the strength of the European 
Union and the continued coordination of the 
transatlantic alliance countering 
authoritarianism wherever it exists. 

To provide more color on the importance of 
establishing this commemorative work, I would 
like to speak about the great accomplishments 
of Jean Monnet. 

He was a French diplomat and business-
man, as well as a dedicated citizen of Europe 
and a devoted friend of the United States. 
Monnet was a thoughtful individual who played 
a critical role in many of the 20th centuries 
major events. Today, he is most known for his 
efforts during both World Wars, the rebuilding 
of Europe, and the founding of European 
Union. 

Specifically, Monnet is recognized for his 
creative thinking that was essential to the U.S. 
and Allied victory over Nazi Germany. After 
seeking refuge in the United States during 
Nazi-Germany’s occupation of France, Monnet 
served as an adviser to U.S. President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt and as a special envoy 
of the United States to the Free French. Dur-
ing that time, he also became a member of 
the British Purchasing Commission. There, he 
worked with senior U.S. officials to coordinate 
Allied resources, galvanize U.S. war produc-
tion, and unleash the ‘‘arsenal of democracy,’’ 
a phrase coined by Monnet and later made fa-
mous by President Roosevelt. In fact, econo-
mist John Maynard Keynes once said that 
Monnet’s contributions shortened the global 
conflict by an entire year and, through his ac-
tions, saved tens of thousands of European 
and American lives. 

Following the Allied victory of WWII, Monnet 
started several initiatives which are known to 
have been the catalysts for the eventual cre-
ation of the European Union. For instance, 
Monnet proposed the creation of the European 

Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), an initia-
tive that pooled the coal and steel resources 
of 6 counties in Europe, greatly contributing to 
increased production and resolving a centuries 
old dispute over these resources. In addition, 
he established the Action Committee for the 
United States of Europe, a political organiza-
tion that united parties across Europe to advo-
cate for further European integration. These 2 
actions, the creation of the ECSC and the Ac-
tion Committee, were both critical steps in the 
formation of the political union that the Euro-
pean Union represents today. 

Monnet’s legacy continues today as the 
transatlantic alliance stands united in the face 
of Russian aggression and rising autocracy 
globally. The United States and Europe must 
continue to face our challenges as he so 
strongly encouraged: by working together to-
wards a more peaceful future. 

With that being said, I want to acknowledge 
the bi-partisan effort it took to move this legis-
lation forward and I thank my fellow Co-Chairs 
on the House French Caucus, Representa-
tives LATTA, SCHIFF, and WILSON for their origi-
nal co-sponsorship and all efforts to advance 
this legislation. I’d also like to thank Chairs 
GRIJALVA, NEGUSE, and my colleagues on the 
Natural Resources Committee for consider-
ation of this measure and for allowing it to 
move to the floor so expeditiously. 

I also want to thank the leadership of this 
House for taking on this important issue, and 
supporting the passing of H.R. 6611. The 
commemoration to Monnet will stand as a 
continual reminder of the historic and con-
tinuing importance of the transatlantic partner-
ship between the United States, France, and 
the greater European community. I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

f 

SUSIE MURRAY 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Susie Murray, the school 
nurse at Ursuline Academy. Since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, Susie has gone above 
and beyond to keep the students, faculty, and 
staff of Ursuline Academy safe. 

Susie diligently kept up on the protocols 
from the city, county, and state. She also 
carefully kept track of cases to help keep stu-
dents and faculty as safe and healthy as pos-
sible. Susie’s efforts allowed Ursuline to avoid 
additional lockdown periods when they re-
turned to in-person learning. When uncertainty 
disheartened parents, teachers and students, 
Susie remained cool-headed and dedicated to 
the task ahead of her. 

The Covid–19 pandemic, however, was not 
the beginning of Susie’s dedication to her 
community. Even before the pandemic, she 
played a vital role in the well-being of 
Ursuline’s students and faculty by attending 
retreats, chaperoning the Students Reach Out 
service club, and always being ready and will-
ing to support a student or colleague in any 
way. 

On behalf of the North Texas community, I’d 
like to extend my gratitude to Susie for her 
dedicated leadership before, during, and after 
the pandemic. 

HONORING BRITT VAN 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of Britt Van, a brilliant 
staffer and someone I am proud to have 
worked alongside for years. 

Britt departs the New Dem Coalition as Pol-
icy Director this month after 5 years and 7 
months with the organization. I feel especially 
fortunate she was on the team during the time 
I served as Chair of the Coalition. 

During my tenure as Chair, Britt was a driv-
ing force in making the New Dems the strong 
coalition of policy leaders in Congress that we 
are known as today. She knows every New 
Dem policy area like the back of her hand and 
has skillfully guided Members on issues from 
housing to trade. She also restructured and 
revived the Coalition’s policy task forces, 
which continue to do important work in finding 
the best solutions to pressing problems. 

But I am most grateful and proud of Britt’s 
work on behalf of the Coalition on 2 brilliant 
ideas: automatic stabilizers and the RECOM-
PETE program. 

With automatic stabilizers, Britt took a very 
complicated, ‘‘wonky’’ idea and made it real 
and actionable for policymakers across the 
ideological spectrum. She advanced this idea 
forward in the months following the COVID–19 
outbreak when we discussed how and when 
to enhance federal benefits during economic 
downturns, like we saw during the pandemic. 
While we weren’t successful, I am confident 
policymakers will eventually see the value of 
automatic stabilizers for federal benefits. 
When that day comes, we can thank Britt for 
taking this idea from concept to reality. 

With the RECOMPETE program, Britt 
helped me bring to life something very near 
and dear to my heart. When I was growing up 
in Port Angeles, I saw my community suffer 
from an economic downturn that fundamen-
tally changed the fabric of my life. The timber 
industry took it on the chin, and many families 
were never able to recover. Since then, I’ve 
spent most of my adult life trying to find a so-
lution and make sure this doesn’t continue 
happening, a solution to ensure we protect 
workers and communities and make sure no 
one gets left behind. Frankly, it’s why I came 
to Congress. And that’s why I asked Britt to 
help me create the RECOMPETE program, 
which provides communities with a flexible, 
long-term grant to create jobs and lay the 
foundation for long-term economic growth. 

Britt and I worked on this legislation for 
many long months, and after many iterations, 
our RECOMPETE Act was finally passed by 
Congress and signed into law as a part of the 
historic CHIPS and Science Act. 

Britt’s work with the RECOMPETE Act is 
just 1 example of how she embodies the 
model of what a public servant is and should 
be. She digs down deep into an issue, pours 
her life and soul into the work, and truly does 
it in service of a better tomorrow. She believes 
in the best of government to help people. She 
believes in the work we do and goes for-
ward—undeterred and bravely—with that 
work. You really can’t wish for much more in 
a staffer or a person—and I didn’t ever. 

Britt has been a wonderful presence at New 
Dems and on the Hill for the past 5 plus 
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years. We’ll miss her dearly at the New Demo-
crat Coalition, and I wish her only the best. 

f 

HONORING MIAMI/BAHAMAS 
GOOMBAY FESTIVAL BOARD 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Fredrika S. 
Brown, Leona Cooper, and Herb Hiller who 
have served on the board of the Miami/Baha-
mas Goombay Festival since its inception. 

The Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival is a 
celebration of cultural expression embracing 
the legacy of Miami’s Bahamian-rooted com-
munity known as Coconut Grove. The three- 
day celebration strives to provide a historical 
overview of the American/Bahamian culture by 
educating and exposing the public to its rich 
heritage and traditions. 

The Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival in 
Coconut Grove is dedicated to recognizing, 
promoting and educating the residents of 
Miami-Dade County and tourists about the rich 
Bahamian and American Heritage and what 
makes this such a unique and positive blend. 

The board strives to provide a historical 
overview of the Bahamian Culture, the com-
memoration of the early Coconut Grove set-
tlers, and to introduce their music, native food 
specialties, artifacts, and crafts that are indige-
nous of the island. 

The Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival is 
held to bring about unity and bridge a cultural 
gap by building communities through the un-
derstanding of each other’s likenesses and dif-
ferences. 

Since 1977, the Miami/Bahamas Goombay 
Festival has celebrated the Bahamian culture 
of Miami-Dade County. The festival would not 
be possible without the hard work of the board 
who has stayed the course. I salute this effort 
and I am thankful to the Goombay Festival 
committee for keeping the rich culture of our 
Bahamian ancestors alive in Miami. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
DELANO JOHNSON 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the service of Delano John-
son as he celebrates his 80th birthday. 

Delano has dedicated his life to serving and 
empowering the East County community in 
Contra Costa, California. Delano is the found-
er of Bay Point Community All-N-One Inc., a 
nonprofit founded in 2012 that helps connect 
Bay Point residents with essential resources 
including housing, food, clothing, and hygiene 
products. The organization hosts a weekly 
event that provides critical support and serv-
ices to up to 200 families each week. Further, 
thanks to Delano’s leadership, the organiza-
tion recently hosted a very successful Thanks-
giving Giveaway, distributing over 1,000 tur-
keys and chickens to the community. 

Delano participates with a number of non-
profits in the area to do more work to better 
his community, including White Pony Express, 
Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano, Village 
Keepers, and Stand Together Contra Costa. 
Additionally, Delano regularly hosts meetings 
between local charities, nonprofits, and other 
community-based organizations, allowing 
these groups to easily connect and to better 
provide for the residents of East County. 
Delano’s hard work and dedication are ad-
mired by all who know him. 

Please join me in recognizing and thanking 
Delano Johnson for his years of dedicated 
service as we celebrate his 80th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW 
WASHINGTON ON HIS DEPARTURE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I rise as 
Chair of the Appropriations Committee, and on 
behalf of the Members of the Committee, and 
its staff, to pay tribute to Matthew Earl Wash-
ington as he departs federal service after a 
lengthy career in the House of Representa-
tives. 

Originally from North Carolina, Matt’s distin-
guished career in the House began in the of-
fice of the late civil rights icon Congressman 
John Lewis of Georgia as a Legislative Assist-
ant. He later served as Senior Policy Advisor 
to Congressman John Olver of Massachusetts 
when the congressman served on the Appro-
priations Committee. His extensive knowledge 
of America’s security, transportation, and infra-
structure earned him the position of Staff Di-
rector of the Transportation Security and Infra-
structure Protection Subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security 
where he adeptly served as the lead staffer on 
all Subcommittee matters for Chairwoman 
SHEILA JACKSON-LEE. 

Since then, for the past nearly 15 years, 
Matt has served the Appropriations Committee 
with great diligence. The Committee’s longest 
serving African American staffer on the Demo-
cratic side, he began his impressive tenure as 
a Professional Staff Member on the Defense 
Subcommittee where he oversaw the pro-
grams and funding that support active duty 
and reserve personnel. He later served as a 
Professional Staff Member for the full com-
mittee, ensuring smooth legislative and proce-
dural processes for the Committee and Mem-
ber offices. 

Following these roles, equipped with unpar-
alleled knowledge of the Committee, Matt took 
on the role of Clerk for the Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee in 
2011 becoming the first African American 
staffer to hold the position. He skillfully man-
aged and negotiated all aspects of the Sub-
committee’s jurisdiction, and his leadership 
has helped protect our national security, up-
hold our commitment to servicemembers, vet-
erans, and their families, and rebuild critical 
military infrastructure. In 2019, Matt began 
serving as Clerk of the Legislative Branch 
Subcommittee, expertly leading the Sub-
committee to enormous legislative triumphs in 
an attempt at making Congress work better for 
the American people. 

His years of experience and expert knowl-
edge of the Appropriations Committee made 
him an excellent addition to my Front Office 
staff when I became Chair of the full com-
mittee, where he has since served as Deputy 
Staff Director for the past two years. He has 
been at the helm of the investments we have 
made to help working families and vulnerable 
people all over our nation. In his unique role, 
he has been instrumental in the implementa-
tion of Community Project Funding, coordi-
nating spending between all 12 subcommit-
tees, and representing the Committee in front 
of critical partners during negotiations. And 
personally, he has been a trusted advisor 
throughout my first term leading this Com-
mittee. 

While we will miss Matt greatly, we are ex-
cited for what the future holds for him. I wish 
Matt, his wife Chandini, and their children 
Yara and Zayn all the best, and extend my 
gratitude to his family for sharing him with us 
for so many years. 

Our Nation is safer and this body is stronger 
because of Matt’s tireless work. I join all Mem-
bers of the Appropriations Committee who he 
has worked with in saying we will miss his ex-
pertise greatly. The Appropriations Committee 
is a family—one made up pf all the staff and 
Members who serve and have served this 
great institution. We are all so lucky that he 
will forever be part of this distinguished group. 
Congratulations on a remarkable federal ca-
reer. His country is endlessly grateful for his 
leadership, service, and dedication. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY 
LEADERSHIP OF ADMIRAL BEN-
JAMIN NICHOLSON 

HON. MICHAEL F. Q. SAN NICOLAS 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Admiral Benjamin Nichol-
son for his outstanding leadership as Com-
mander of Joint Region Marianas. In June of 
2021, Admiral Nicholson was sworn in as 
Commander of Joint Region Marianas tasked 
with fortifying American freedom and democ-
racy in his work to achieve Indo-Pacific Com-
mand objectives while strengthening Guam, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas, 
the Republic of Palau, and the Federated 
States of Micronesia. With unwavering focus 
on the mission of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, 
Admiral Nicholson goes above and beyond the 
call of duty with his attention to the commu-
nities he serves, actively engaging local lead-
ership and stakeholders to ensure the welfare 
of the general public. 

Admiral Nicholson’s commitment to our 
Armed Services began in the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy where he earned his Bach-
elor of Science in Marine Engineering in 1993. 
He continued to build his foundation earning 
his master’s degree in Systems Engineering 
from the Naval Postgraduate School and a 
master’s degree in National Security from the 
Naval War College. His background spans nu-
merous command positions and numerous de-
ployments around the world during his sea-
going career. 

Admiral Nicholson has further served in 
combat tours in Helmand, Afghanistan, and 
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the Provincial Reconstruction Team and For-
ward Operating Base in Farah, Afghanistan. 
He also served in numerous ashore billets in-
cluding Executive Assistant to the Vice Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Assistant 
Deputy Director Middle East Directorate in the 
Joint Staff; Special Operations Support Team 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and 
head of the professional development section 
in the Chief of Naval Operations staff. His mili-
tary decorations include the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal (three awards), Navy 
Commendation Medal (four awards), Joint 
Service Achievement Medal, Navy Achieve-
ment Medal (three awards), Combat Action 
Ribbon, and various campaign and unit 
awards. He is also a 2015 recipient of the 
FBI’s Director’s Award. 

As a first on Guam, Admiral Nicholson led 
unclassified briefings to multiple local leader-
ship stakeholders on threats facing the island 
and region, engaging local Mayors, Senators, 
and Administration officials with unparalleled 
transparency that has served to build aware-
ness of, confidence in, and partnership with 
the objectives of the Department of Defense. 

The need to defend the territory of Guam 
from potential military threats is not limited to 
military establishments under Admiral Nichol-
son’s leadership. Recent efforts to secure mis-
sile defense systems for the territory are tak-
ing a 360-degree focus to protect the entirety 
of the island, civilian and military alike, reas-
suring front-line Americans that they are pro-
tected, and reinforcing our safety and suit-
ability to our critical visitor industry. 

The food security and supply chain resil-
ience for the region is strengthened in his 
work with our office to explore the feasibility of 
leasing Department of Defense lands for cattle 
grazing operations, further serving to advance 
local economic growth and diversification in a 
community that currently relies on over 90 per-
cent of imported products. 

With the island in the midst of a housing cri-
sis due to labor shortages, material costs, and 
the tyranny of distance relative to American 
job and resource markets, Admiral Nicholson 
takes a mindful and creative approach in en-
couraging greater housing inventory to miti-
gate the civilian housing market impact of sub-
stantial military personnel relocation, and the 
subsequent growth of military housing needs. 

Admiral Nicholson regularly and openly en-
gages to address Veteran, Gold Star Family, 
and military dependent needs for access to 
amenities located within military facilities, 
deftly navigating the complexities of a commu-
nity seeking greater access to military support 
in balance with the needs of mission viability. 

Poignantly, Admiral Nicholson continues to 
be an avid partner in addressing critical 
healthcare needs throughout the island and 
region, providing guidance and solutions as 
the territory navigates the largest investment 
in its history to establish a modern healthcare 
facility to meet modern day healthcare needs 
throughout Micronesia and beyond. 

The service to the country in the work of 
Admiral Nicholson is nothing short of exem-
plary, not only in his ability to effectively lead 
and manage the military front lines of America 
in the Indo-Pacific, but to do so in a manner 
that reflects unprecedented mindfulness of the 
holistic value in building, maintaining, and rein-
forcing community confidence and support crit-
ical to mission success 

Madam Speaker, the Department of De-
fense and the Department of the Navy are 
well served and represented by the command 
talent of Admiral Benjamin Nicholson who is a 
builder of allies, communities, and constitu-
encies. I extend my gratitude to the Admiral 
for his invaluable service to our Nation, and I 
commend him for his commitment to commu-
nity engagement, civilian well-being, and his 
mission as Commander of Joint Region Mari-
anas. 

f 

HONORING THE MILITARY AND 
PUBLIC SERVICE OF BRENNA 
HOLDER 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Sergeant First Class (Retired) Brenna 
Holder for her over 31-year career to the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard where she 
served as an Active Guard Reserve Soldier 
(AGR). She has also served in my office for 
nearly 4 years as a Congressional Staffer as-
sisting nearly 3,000 of my constituents. 

She comes from a long line of Patriots, 
most notably her maternal grandfather, 
Dominick Fenelli, a United States Marine 
Corps, World War II Purple Heart recipient. 
Like her grandfather, her service began when 
she was 18 years old. 

She enlisted as a Private attending basic 
training at Fort Jackson, SC. She served with 
the Installation Support Unit at Camp Shelby 
as an Administrative Specialist. She was mo-
bilized in 1990 for Operation Desert Storm in 
support of Camp Shelby. She moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1991 and served in the Special 
Actions Branch at National Guard Bureau. She 
served as a National Guard Support Coordi-
nator handling logistics and administrative 
support for the Operation Desert Storm Home-
coming Parades in Washington, D.C., and 
New York City. In 1997, she earned her di-
ploma as a Licensed Practical Nurse while 
serving in the 108th Combat Support Hospital 
at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA. In 2000, she was 
hired AGR to serve as the Medical Detach-
ment 6 NCOIC at Camp Shelby. She was mo-
bilized again in 2004 in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom in support of units mobilizing at 
Mobilization Center Shelby. She later served 
as the Human Resources Senior Noncommis-
sioned Officer in the Personnel Section S1 at 
the 154th Regiment, Regional Training Insti-
tute. She was instrumental in her section re-
ceiving favorable results in multiple TRADOC 
inspections. She served a few years as the 
Mississippi National Guard NCO Association’s 
Awards Chairperson. She received training as 
an Intelligence Analyst at Fort Bragg, NC, 
Emergency Medical Technician at Camp 
Shelby, and Army Instructor at the Regional 
Training Institute at Camp Shelby. Her military 
training culminated with her completion of the 
Master Leader Course. She was honorarily 
promoted to Master Sergeant in the State of 
Mississippi upon her retirement. 

She received many state and federal 
awards while in service. Most notably, the 
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commenda-
tion Medals, and Army Achievement Medals. 

Brenna was also a former Miss Mississippi 
Petite and selected in the top ten at the Na-

tional level. She earned her Associates of Ap-
plied Science degree from Delaware County 
Community College graduating with high hon-
ors in Surgical Technology. She worked in the 
Operating Room at Wesley Medical Center 
before returning to Active Duty. She also stud-
ied Management Information Systems and Ap-
plied Technology at the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

Like many soldiers, she juggled it all while 
raising her family. She has two boys, and has 
been married to her husband, Josh, for over 
22 years. 

She has been a compassionate, dedicated, 
and loyal member of my team. I am honored 
to recognize her for her outstanding service to 
my constituents of South Mississippi and her 
example as a true American Patriot. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE TREATY OF HARTFORD 

HON. JOSEPH SEMPOLINSKI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Madam Speaker, this 
week marks the anniversary of the Treaty of 
Hartford. Prior to 1786, the States of Massa-
chusetts and New York had a territorial dis-
pute regarding whether the territory of what is 
now Greater Western New York would be part 
of Massachusetts or New York. 

On December 16, 1786, the Treaty of Hart-
ford resolved this dispute. As part of the trea-
ty, land in Greater Western New York became 
part of New York State. However, Massachu-
setts retained the right of preemption, that is, 
the right to negotiate any land purchase from 
the Iroquois Confederacy members or 
Haudenosaunee, especially the Seneca peo-
ple who then resided and continue to reside 
on it to this day. Later in 1788, Massachusetts 
sold this right of preemption to Oliver Phelps 
and Nathaniel Gorham. 

Early agreements such as the Treaty of 
Hartford and the still-binding Treaty of 
Canandaigua shaped the future of Greater 
Western New York. The beginning of this re-
gion’s association with New York State started 
this week, in 1786. The region continues to be 
a vital and unique part of the northeastern 
United States and the Seneca Nation, with a 
unique economy, culture, and character. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GUNNAR MARSHALL 
WEST 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the Citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to Gunnar Marshall West, 
Captain, United States Army, of Dallas, Texas 
for the honorable service he performed while 
in the Armed Forces of the United States of 
America and for his continued service to his 
community. 

Mr. West was drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1973 and commissioned as an officer in 1978, 
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serving in the Army Medical Corps as a bri-
gade surgeon, stationed in the First Infantry 
Division at Fort Riley in Kansas. He then de-
ployed to Germany and was later awarded an 
Army Achievement Medal for his role in the 
defense of the Rock Island Arsenal during a 
violent protest in 1985. Among his other deco-
rations is the Army Service Ribbon and the 
Overseas Service Ribbon. 

The selflessness Mr. West demonstrated in 
the U.S. Army continues with his service to his 
community. He started a nonprofit organization 
for abused and neglected children, SouthWest 
Kids, and has been involved in coaching youth 
sports in Southlake for over two decades. 

Mr. West’s service is consistent with the fin-
est traditions of the United States Army and 
reflects great credit upon himself, the State of 
Texas, and the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING JAWAN STRADER 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Jawan Strader, 
Emmy award winning television news anchor. 

A native of Indianapolis, Indiana, Jawan 
Strader is an Emmy award-winning journalist 
and anchor of NBC 6 News South Florida and 
host of Voices with Jawan Strader, a commu-
nity affairs show dedicated to the black com-
munity and the disenfranchised. 

Bringing more than 20 years of experience 
covering the most impactful stories, Jawan 
Strader has reached into the homes of South 
Floridians, touching their hearts and lives. Mr. 
Strader has won a number of Emmy awards, 
including one for anchoring and his coverage 
of the heartbreaking Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School massacre in Parkland, Flor-
ida. He also covered the Hollywood Hills nurs-
ing home deaths of 12 senior citizens fol-
lowing Hurricane Irma and his field anchoring 
has taken him to Havana, Cuba for President 
Obama’s visit; Orlando for the Pulse nightclub 
shooting. He was the only South Florida an-
chor covering the shooting of Black church 
members in Charleston, South Carolina. In 
2018, the Miami New Times recognized 
Strader as the Best News Anchor in South 
Florida. In 2016, Strader received the Media 
Excellence award from CCNN Live for Best 
News Anchor. He has also received the award 
of distinction for Media Coverage of Public 
Education by the education fund of Miami- 
Dade. Legacy Magazine named Strader one 
of South Florida’s most powerful and influen-
tial black people. 

Mr. Strader is a long time Role Model in the 
5000 Role Models of Excellence Project. He is 
also a mentor to a number of young journalists 
and member of the National Association of 
Black journalists, 100 Black Men of South 
Florida, and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 
He received his Bachelor of Arts in Journalism 
from Indiana University Bloomington. 

RECOGNIZING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND MEXICO DIPLOMATIC BINA-
TIONAL RELATIONSHIP 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and celebrate the 200th anniver-
sary of the diplomatic binational relationship 
between the United States and Mexico. On 
December 12, 1822, Mexican envoy José 
Manuel Zozaya y Bermúdez presented his dip-
lomatic credentials to U.S. President James 
Monroe. In the two centuries since, we have 
strengthened the robust strategic and diplo-
matic relationship between our two countries. 
The United States and Mexico remain united 
through deep bonds of friendship and partner-
ship that have helped make our shared con-
tinent one of the most prosperous regions in 
the world. 

Madam Speaker, I am particularly proud of 
the pioneering role my hometown of Riverside, 
California has played in this key diplomatic re-
lationship. Riverside is proud to have two Sis-
ter Cities in Mexico—Cuautla, Morelos and 
Ensenada, Baja California Norte. The relation-
ship between Riverside and our two sister cit-
ies is grounded in both art and cultural ex-
changes and public safety partnerships, fos-
tering impactful dialogue and information shar-
ing. 

I commend the International Relations 
Council of Riverside for their commitment to 
facilitating these sister-city relationships and 
strengthening our region’s global ties. IRC Riv-
erside brings world leaders and dignitaries to 
our community, providing students and local 
business leaders with the opportunity to inter-
act with and learn about people from our sister 
cities through citizen diplomacy. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the cities of 
Cuautla and Ensenada for their continued 
commitment and partnership with Riverside 
and their dedication to strengthening the im-
portant binational diplomatic relationship be-
tween our two countries. I know that this rela-
tionship will continue to grow and prosper in 
the years to come. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF EDWARD 
‘‘ED’’ MORRIS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the rich life of Edward ‘Ed’ V. 
Morris of Niantic Village, East Lyme, Con-
necticut. Aged 97, Ed departed from this earth 
peacefully on November 23rd, 2022. Ed was a 
giant within East Lyme and the surrounding 
community, and his passing forces a farewell 
upon us to a member of the greatest genera-
tion. 

Born and raised in Hartford, Connecticut, Ed 
purposed his life toward strengthening his 
Connecticut roots and influencing opinions and 
decisions throughout the region. Though this 
is central to the arc of his life, it is worth ac-
knowledging that immediately upon turning 

age 18, Ed heeded our nation’s call to action 
and honorably served in the U.S. Army in the 
South Pacific Theatre during World War II. Ed 
was deservedly very proud of that service and 
over the years, he was a regular at the East 
Lyme Memorial Day Parade, wearing his garri-
son cap. 

When Ed returned to Harford in 1946 after 
the war, he wasted no time in picking up right 
where he left off at age 17 pursuing his pas-
sion to work in the newspaper business. He 
returned to his first place of work, the Hartford 
Times, setting off on what would become a 
loyal 25 year long career with the agency until 
it, unfortunately, closed in 1971. Ever the 
adaptive, dedicated soul, Ed kept with his pas-
sion for circulating news, continuing his work 
with other local productions including the Hart-
ford Courant and then the Manchester Journal 
Inquirer, before impressively retiring at age 70. 

Ed’s decades of experience in local jour-
nalism dovetailed with another passion of his, 
connecting with his community. In committing 
so wholly to his humble, meaningful line of 
work, Ed became a reliable and known per-
sonality amongst clientele, vendors, and small 
businesses alike. Whether delivering informa-
tion to the local diner or neighborhood store-
front, he kept up with the local conversation, 
becoming a direct conduit and invaluable 
source for reporters at every agency he 
worked for. 

Equipped with such a gregarious personality 
and having developed such a knack for keep-
ing an ear to the beat of the town, it is no sur-
prise that he transferred his experience into 
political leadership. Outside of the newspaper 
industry and well into retirement, Ed utilized 
his spare time to push for greater community 
involvement and gather feedback on improving 
the region from his neighbors. He was a 
known presence, particularly in East Lyme, 
having served for years between roles includ-
ing the Board of Selectman, Chairman of the 
Democratic Town Committee and the rep-
resentative for the 20th district of the Demo-
cratic State Central Committee. 

Madam Speaker, I can personally attest to 
the strength of Ed’s character and outgoing, 
friendly personality, each of which we will not 
soon forget. It is an honor to know and rep-
resent constituents of the Second District, like 
Ed, who have been so purposeful in growing 
their personal and familial ties to our state. 

Though we mourn this incredible loss, we 
can find appreciation that his memory and leg-
acy will live on through his family as well as 
the countless number of individuals who knew 
him personally. He is specifically survived by 
his children, Brian and Christine Morris of 
Glastonbury, Connecticut, Pamela Seibert of 
Wakefield, Massachusetts, Richard ‘Dick’ Mor-
ris and his wife Deborah of East Lyme, as well 
as his grandchildren and much larger ex-
tended family who reside throughout Con-
necticut and Massachusetts. Dick Morris in 
fact followed in his father’s footsteps as a 
community leader serving as Fire Marshal of 
the East Lyme Fire Department. As we memo-
rialize his near century’s worth of service to 
our region and the nation, I ask that my col-
leagues in the House join me in paying tribute 
to Ed Morris, codifying his name and life well- 
lived. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SYRACUSE UNI-

VERSITY MEN’S SOCCER TEAM’S 
FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
VICTORY 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Syracuse University Men’s Soc-
cer team for winning its first NCAA Division I 
National Championship on December 12, 
2022. 

Syracuse defeated the Indiana University 
Hoosiers in a thrilling national championship 
match, which ended with The Orange pre-
vailing in a penalty kick shootout. The cham-
pionship capped off an astonishing nineteen- 
win season, the best in school history. It also 
marks the 80th national championship in Syra-
cuse Athletics history. 

I am honored to extend my congratulations 
to the entire Syracuse Orange Men’s Soccer 
team including Head Coach Ian McIntyre, As-
sociate Head Coach Jukka Masalin, and As-
sistant Coach Sean Lawlor. Our entire Central 
New York community is so proud. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House join me in recognizing the Syra-
cuse University Men’s Soccer team on the first 
of many national championships. 

f 

HONORING BARBARA LONG 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. LONG. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Barbara Long in recognition of her life-
long passion for and dedication to the arts. 

Barbara first developed her love of the arts 
in her hometown of Cheyenne, WY. During 
high school and college she taught ballet at 
the E. Tolerton School of Dance. Barbara 
earned numerous accolades in Stars of To-
morrow competitions and was selected Miss 
Cheyenne under the mentorship of Elizabeth 
Tolerton. She also performed with the Univer-
sity of Wyoming Dance Troupe, Cheyenne Lit-
tle Theater and the Denver Civic Ballet in the 
Nutcracker. She performed piano recitals at 
the University of Wyoming and the Wyoming 
Governor’s mansion. 

Barbara attended the University of Wyoming 
for 2 years on an honor scholarship. When we 
began dating she transferred to Missouri State 
University where she received her B.S. in Sec-
ondary Education. After we married, Barbara 
turned her artistic interest to home remodeling 
and design. She designed or remodeled doz-
ens of projects as diverse as historic homes to 
log cabins. 

What is truly remarkable about Barbara is 
her sustained passion for community building 
through the arts. She has dedicated her time, 
energy and talents to many local organiza-
tions, including Springfield Junior League, Girl 
Scouts, Greenwood Laboratory School PTA, 
Ozarks Counseling Center, Springfield Little 
Theatre, Ronald McDonald House, Family Vio-
lence Center: Hearts in Harmony and ‘‘Go 
Red purse-onalities’’ benefiting American 
Heart Association. 

During her time in D.C., she has worked 
with the Congressional Club on Joint Base 
children’s daycare project, and building a char-
ter school playground. She has also worked 
with the USO, packaging Mother’s Day gifts 
for mothers and wives of servicemen and 
servicewomen. Barbara has participated for 
several years in the March of Dimes Gourmet 
Gala. She is a member of Congressional Club, 
Republican Spouses Club, Congressional 
Families Cancer Prevention Advisory Com-
mittee and the Congressional Spouses for Sui-
cide Prevention and Education. 

Madam Speaker, although Barbara never 
seeks the spotlight, her understated but unde-
niable passion shines brightly from within and 
reflects on all those around her. I am proud to 
bring recognition to her today. 

f 

HONORING DR. BARBARA CAREY- 
SHULER 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to recognize Dr. Barbara 
Carey-Shuler, a courageous community lead-
er, dedicated public servant, sagacious men-
tor, inspiring educator, and loving mother, in 
honor of a street being named in her honor. 

Dr. Carey-Shuler has been a powerful force 
for positive change in South Florida for dec-
ades. She is a trailblazer who has paved the 
way for many successful professionals, entre-
preneurs, and businesses. Her efforts have 
improved the quality of life for thousands of 
South Floridians. 

Dr. Carey-Shuler’s life is founded on a spirit 
of generosity. Her unselfish character is only 
overshadowed by her loving spirit and accept-
ance of others. She considers her ability to 
empower and inspire others as her greatest 
accomplishment. Regarding her passion for 
helping young people she says, ‘‘I want to 
exude my passion so that they will have the 
same passion to give back and help other 
young people.’’ 

Dr. Carey-Shuler was first appointed to the 
Miami Dade County Board of Commissioners 
in 1979. She made a major impact through 
her progressive policies and legislative deci-
sions. She initiated the groundbreaking legisla-
tion to create Affirmative Action and set-aside 
programs in Miami Dade County which are 
credited with creating more jobs and opportu-
nities for minorities and women than any other 
legislation in the county’s history. She also 
created the 15 miles per hour school zone in 
Dade County and was later adopted by the 
rest of the State of Florida. She made history 
in 2002 when she was selected as the first Af-
rican American woman to serve as chair-
person of the Miami Dade County Commis-
sion. 

Dr. Carey-Shuler has never shied away 
from an opportunity to help others or promote 
equality without regard to the popularity of her 
decisions. In 1990, she attended an event 
where the late South African President Nelson 
Mandela delivered a speech upon his release 
after being unjustly imprisoned for 27 years. 
The event was locally controversial but Dr. 
Carey-Shuler was among a small group of 

elected officials who attended because she 
understood President Mandela’s importance to 
the international campaign for human rights. 
Her courage and vision earned the respect 
and admiration of her constituents and was a 
large part of the reason she was re-elected 
several times. 

Above all, Dr. Carey-Shuler values edu-
cation as the key to a happy and healthy life. 
She was well-regarded as an administrator 
with Miami Dade County Public Schools. She 
was also credited with inspiring and advancing 
the careers of dozens of educators as an as-
sistant superintendent. She has an impressive 
educational resume of her own; Bachelor of 
Arts in Communications from Florida A&M 
University, Master of Science in Communica-
tions from Ohio State University, Specialist 
Degree in Guidance from the University of 
Miami, and a Doctorate in Education from the 
University of Florida. 

Since retiring from elected office in 2005, 
Dr. Carey-Shuler has managed very success-
ful family-owned funeral homes in Palm Beach 
County, Florida. However, she has continued 
her passion to help others and mentor young 
people. Her board memberships include 
Spady Cultural Heritage Museum, West Palm 
Beach Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc., Delta Heritage Foundation, 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Educational Foun-
dation, Pathway to Prosperity, among several 
others. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues and 
all Americans to please join me in recognizing 
a great woman, a great public servant, a great 
businessperson, a great mother, and a great 
American, Dr. Barbara Carey-Shuler for her in-
delible contribution to our community and our 
Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GARY LEE 
DILLAHUNTY 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

M. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the Citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to Gary Lee Dillahunty, Ser-
geant, United States Marine Corps, of 
Southlake, Texas for the honorable service he 
performed while in the Armed Forces of the 
United States of America and for his continued 
service to his community. 

Mr. Dillahunty enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in 1968, serving as a Motor Transport 
Marine during the Vietnam War, billeted as the 
staff driver for three different general officers 
during his tenure in Vietnam. His decorations 
include the Vietnam Campaign Medal and the 
Vietnam Service Medal. 

The selflessness Mr. Dillahunty dem-
onstrated in the U.S. Marine Corps continues 
with his service to community. He has worked 
as a general contractor for most of his life and 
extended his professional knowledge towards 
helping many in his community with projects 
around their homes and helping many build 
their dream home. 

Mr. Dillahunty’s service is consistent with 
the finest traditions of the United States Ma-
rine Corps and reflects great credit upon him-
self, the State of Texas, and the United States 
of America. 
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REMEMBERING THE LIVES AND 

SACRIFICE OF SGT. STEVEN 
ROBIN AND OFFICER BRANDEN 
ESTORFFE 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. GUEST. It is with great sadness that I 
rise today to honor the lives of Bay St. Louis 
officers Steven Robin and Branden Estorffe, 
who lost their lives in the line of duty. Both of-
ficers served their community with distinction, 
bravery, and honor and gave their lives in their 
mission to serve and protect their community. 

Sgt. Steven Robin and officer Branden 
Estorffe displayed incredible courage in the 
face of danger, and their actions are a testa-
ment to their character and the dedication of 
all of our officers who risk their lives to protect 
their communities. They will be remembered 
for their commitment to protecting and serving 
the people of Bay St. Louis, and their sacrifice 
will not be forgotten. 

I offer my deepest condolences to the fami-
lies, friends, fellow officers, and colleagues of 
these two courageous officers. They will be 
greatly missed by all who knew them, but their 
legacy will live on in the lives they touched 
and the countless lives they protected. As we 
honor their memory and mourn their passing, 
let us also remember the sacrifices of all law 
enforcement officers and the important work 
they do to keep us safe every day. May they 
rest in peace and may their loved ones find 
comfort in knowing that their heroic actions in 
protecting the life of a child will never be for-
gotten. 

It is my honor to recognize Sgt. Steven 
Robin and officer Branden Estorffe for their 
heroism and dedication to the people of Mis-
sissippi, the community of Bay St. Louis, and 
the United States. I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in remembering these brave 
officers. 

f 

HONORING TEXAS STATE 
SENATOR EDDIE LUCIO, JR. 

HON. MAYRA FLORES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mrs. FLORES. Madam Speaker, today, I 
rise to honor Texas State Senator Eddie 
Lucio, Jr. for his 36 years of service to the 
residents of South Texas, 32 of which have 
been spent in the Texas State Senate. 

Senator Lucio was born in Brownsville, 
Texas, and graduated from Pan American Uni-
versity. His public service career began in 
1971 when he was elected Cameron County 
Treasurer at just 24 years old. For the next 15 
years, Senator Lucio served in the local coun-
ty government before being elected to the 
Texas House of Representatives in 1986 and 
then to the Texas State Senate in 1990. 

While serving in the Texas State Senate, 
Senator Lucio was a champion for education, 
including the creation of South Texas College, 
the University of Texas at Brownsville, and the 
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. In ad-
dition, he spearheaded efforts for the creation 
of the University of Texas RGV School of 
Medicine. 

Not only did he make significant advance-
ments in establishing these colleges, but he 
also improved teachers’ retirement system and 
expanded universal breakfast and lunch plans 
for students. 

As a devout Catholic, Senator Lucio is affili-
ated with organizations like the Knights of Co-
lumbus and Catholic Legislators Network and 
has been unapologetic about his convictions. 
Throughout his time in the Texas State Sen-
ate, Senator Lucio remained steadfast to his 
values, even when this meant not being pop-
ular within his own party. 

Senator Lucio has been married to his wife, 
Minnie Lucio, for 54 years and is the father of 
2 children, Lynda Lucio-Cisneros, a school 
counselor, and Eddie Lucio IV, a member of 
the Texas House of Representatives. 

For this, and for his great mentorship, I am 
truly grateful for Senator Lucio’s service and 
know that the RGV region and the State of 
Texas, are forever better because of his dedi-
cation and service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be present to cast votes on December 
8. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 513, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 516. 

f 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE 
STEVE CHABOT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of our colleague and dear 
friend, STEVE CHABOT, who has served in Con-
gress as an honorable, respected, and prin-
cipled public servant for 26 years. 

Congressman STEVE CHABOT has dem-
onstrated a remarkable talent for working with 
Members from both parties on a variety of 
issues, which has made him an especially ef-
fective legislator. Of his many lasting legacies, 
Congressman CHABOT spent years working to 
strengthen the Democratic Republic of China 
(Taiwan) by encouraging arms sales for Tai-
wan’s defense, striving to encourage greater 
diplomacy between Taiwan and the United 
States, and strengthening trade. His Taiwan 
Travel Act, which became law in 2018, en-
courages official diplomacy between Taiwan 
and U.S. officials despite Executive Branch 
reticence under the One China Policy. He 
worked tirelessly to preserve a secure, free, 
and prosperous Taiwan. 

Congressman CHABOT understands the 
threat that Communist China poses to Taiwan 
and the rest of the free world, and was tena-
cious in working to diminish that threat on be-
half of the United States and our allies. While 
the United States continues to address a 
growing threat from Communist China which 
pirates intellectual property from American 
businesses, threatens its neighbors in the Pa-

cific, and oppresses the Chinese people, this 
noble body benefits from Members like Con-
gressman CHABOT who harbor an unwavering 
commitment to freedom, democracy, and 
America’s national security. 

On the home front he has worked tirelessly 
to improve the lives of his constituents includ-
ing passing and overseeing the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program as Ranking Member of the 
Small Business Committee and securing mil-
lions of dollars in funding for projects around 
Cincinnati and Warren County, Ohio, over the 
years. 

I greatly admire Congressman CHABOT for 
his leadership and dedication to quintessential 
American principles and priorities. I value our 
years together co-chairing the Congressional 
Taiwan Caucus. His efforts have made a last-
ing mark on this body, and with the colleagues 
that had the honor of serving beside him. As 
one of many grateful for his decades of serv-
ice to the American people, and to the country 
whose values he so ably and passionately ad-
vanced, I thank Congressman CHABOT for self-
lessly striving to expand freedom, democracy, 
and respect for human rights. 

f 

HONORING COMMISSIONER DENISE 
LANDMAN 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Denise Landman 
for her stellar service and contributions as 
Commissioner of the City of Aventura. 

Someone once said this about local govern-
ment, ‘‘when you are in local government, you 
are on the ground, and you are looking into 
the eyes and hearts of the people you are 
there to serve. It teaches you to listen; it 
teaches you to be expansive in the people 
with whom you talk to; and that engagement 
gives you political judgment.’’ 

It is this same standard of leadership and 
approach that has distinguished her success 
at the City of Aventura. With input given from 
passionate public servants like Commissioner 
Landman, Aventura is certain to have a bright 
future guided by a grounded approach to local 
governance, cooperation, and investment in 
the well-being of this community achieved dur-
ing her tenure in office as a Commissioner. 

Madam Speaker please join me in honoring 
Commissioner Denise Landman for the com-
pletion of her term in office, her time, her com-
mitment, and outstanding contribution rep-
resenting the residents of the City Aventura. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR KATIE LUNNING 

HON. ILHAN OMAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and commend Major Katie Lunning of 
the 133d Airlift Wing upon receiving the Distin-
guished Flying Cross medal for her extraor-
dinary service as a flight nurse during Oper-
ation Allies Refuge. For her exceptional serv-
ice and achievements, Major Lunning joins a 
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small list of women in the U.S. Service, and 
only the second flight nurse to receive this 
award. 

Her courageous efforts, among many others 
last year, resulted in hundreds of lives being 
saved. Major Lunning embodies the courage 
and dedication we all want as a servicemem-
ber for our country. Her tireless efforts and 
commitment to providing safety to critically in-
jured and ill patients in times of need is a tes-
tament to how dedicated Major Lunning is to 
be serving her country. She deserves the ut-
most admiration and recognition for her contin-
uous efforts in having provided high quality 
service by monitoring, stabilizing, and treating 
patients in transit. 

It is with great pleasure and honor I recog-
nize Major Lunning for her outstanding efforts 
in saving and evacuating civilians and military 
members from Afghanistan. Her service to this 
country shows the courage, bravery, and sac-
rifice it takes to enter the unknown with great 
risk to her own life to save civilians and mili-
tary members in dangerous environments. I 
express my deepest sense of gratitude for her 
valiant service to our Nation and those world-
wide. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM ‘‘JOE JOE’’ 
DICKSON 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize William ‘‘Joe Joe’’ Dickson 
for the building security service he has pro-
vided to Virginia’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict Office over the past 8 years. 

Since 2014, Mr. Dickson has ensured the 
safety and security for 3 Members of Con-
gress, including myself, and my predecessors 
Representative Eric Cantor and Representa-
tive Dave Brat. In his role, he has kept a 
watchful eye on our offices and our staff, al-
lowing us to safely focus on serving the con-
stituents of the Seventh Congressional District. 

Mr. Dickson consistently and selflessly goes 
above and beyond his job description to en-
sure that my district staff and constituents are 
safe and feel welcome when entering our of-
fice building. He has become a friend to us all, 
greeting my staff each morning with a smile. 
His jovial nature and compassion for my team 
is evidence that he has genuine care for the 
well-being of those around him. 

His dedicated protection and service to the 
office of the Seventh Congressional District is 
well deserving of commendation and celebra-
tion. Madam Speaker, please join me in thank-
ing William ‘‘Joe Joe’’ Dickson on his 8 years 
of service to the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict. 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF THE PROFES-
SIONAL STAFF OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON THE CLIMATE 
CRISIS 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the service and dedi-
cation of the majority professional staff of the 
Select Committee of the Climate Crisis. As 
any Member of Congress knows, the unsung 
heroes are those working behind the scenes. 
With little fanfare and recognition, the long 
hours and personal sacrifices our staff makes 
are indispensable to the success of a Member 
or committee. 

For the last 4 years, I have had the distinct 
pleasure to serve as Chair for this Select 
Committee. During this time, I have been for-
tunate to have worked with so many talented 
individuals. 

Our professional staff comes from all back-
grounds, spanning the gamut of personal and 
professional experiences. This staff banded to-
gether as a team, and their record of success 
speaks for itself. 

From Day 1, this team took to heart the 
words of Speaker NANCY PELOSI, that this Se-
lect Committee was not just an academic ex-
ercise but intended to deliver a roadmap of 
real policy achievements to tackle the chal-
lenge of a generation. Behind the scenes, the 
Select Committee staff built bridges to work 
closely with the incredible staffs of all the 
standing committees in the Congress, they 
reached across the spectrum of outside 
groups and advisors to foster new partner-
ships and forge compromise, while keeping 
our goals at the forefront of policy. In many 
ways the team served as a climate think tank 
for House Democrats, identifying ‘‘Climate 
Wins’’ and expanding the understanding of the 
climate crisis in all areas of policy and legisla-
tion. 

As a result of their tireless work, the major-
ity staff released a groundbreaking 2020 Cli-
mate Crisis Action Plan that has been called 
the most comprehensive climate policy plan 
ever in U.S. politics, which included a suite of 
715 policy recommendations. And just this 
month, at the end of our tenure, the staff re-
leased a new report, Solving the Climate Cri-
sis 2022: Key Accomplishments and Additional 
Opportunities. This 2nd report outlines the 
enormous record of success and progress, 
noting the more than 300 recommendations 
from 2020 that are now codified into federal 
law, the 430 plus that have passed the House 
under Speaker PELOSI’s leadership, and out-
lining the necessary steps forward in future 
years for the Congress to continue to tackle 
the climate crisis. 

The staff always had as its compass that 
solving the climate crisis must be guided by 
science, rooted in justice, and powered by 
American workers. Undoubtedly their work will 
help make communities more resilient to the 
impacts of the climate crisis, create good-pay-
ing local jobs, slash energy bills, uplift dis-
advantaged communities, and position Amer-
ica to lead the emerging clean economy. 

I would like to take a moment to specifically 
recognize our majority staff director, Dr. Ana 

Unruh Cohen. Over the better part of the last 
20 years, Ana has dedicated her work in the 
Congress to tackling the climate crisis, both in 
the House and Senate. Her deep knowledge 
of policy, collaborative spirit, and sharp polit-
ical awareness was critical to the Select Com-
mittee’s effectiveness and success. Her tire-
less leadership is an inspiration for us all. 

I would also like to recognize all our staff-
ers, past and present, during the 116th and 
117th Congresses: 

Alison L. Cassady, Deputy Staff Director. 
Eric S. Fins, Deputy Staff Director. 
Fatima Maria Ahmad, Senior Counsel. 
Loyle Campbell, Rosenthal International Re-

lations Fellow. 
Grace Chan, Professional Staff. 
Sydney Devitt, Digital Assistant. 
Ebadullah Ebadi, Policy Assistant. 
Melvin Félix, Communications Director. 
Javier Gamboa, Senior Professional Staff. 
Dana Gansman, Clerk and Director of Oper-

ations. 
Jacob Hicks, Digital Director. 
Aaron Huertas, Communications Director. 
Rebecca Jablonski-Diehl, Senior Profes-

sional Staff. 
Mackenzie L. Landa, Counsel. 
Jakob Lindaas, Ph.D., Professional Staff. 
Raleigh L. Martin, Ph.D., AGI/AAAS Con-

gressional Science Fellow. 
Samantha A. Medlock, CFM, Senior Coun-

sel. 
Mariah A. Morrison, Digital Production Spe-

cialist. 
Sebastian Pons, Staff Assistant. 
Zachary D. Pritchard, Ph.D., ASME Con-

gressional Science & Engineering Fellow. 
Abigail Regitsky, Ph.D., Professional Staff. 
Rachel St. Louis, Operations and Press As-

sistant. 
In addition, the Select Committee benefited 

from the support and wisdom of Kenneth Rus-
sell DeGraff, Senior Policy Advisor to Speaker 
PELOSI. 

Thank you is not enough. These staffers 
have heeded the call to service, and for that 
I, and the American people, are eternally 
grateful. As this Select Committee comes to a 
close and the staff turns to their next chapter, 
I have no doubt they will continue to work 
every day to make a difference and be suc-
cessful in whatever they turn to next. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRANDON DEREK 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful nation and the Citizens of the 
Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2022 
Congressional Veteran Commendation is 
hereby presented to Brandon Derek Williams, 
Staff Sergeant, United States Air Force, of Eu-
less, Texas for the honorable service he per-
formed while serving in the Armed Forces of 
the United States of America and for his con-
tinued service to his community. 

Mr. Williams enlisted in the U.S. Air Force in 
2001, serving as an aerospace maintenance 
specialist working on numerous large aircraft, 
like the C–5 and C–17. While stationed at 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base he supported 
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global airlift operations during the height of the 
War on Terror. He transferred to the reserves 
in 2004, attaining the rank of Staff Sergeant. 

The selflessness Mr. Williams demonstrated 
in the U.S. Air Force continues with his serv-
ice to his community. He currently serves as 
the Service Officer for American Legion Post 
379 in Euless, helping connect veterans to re-
sources and organizations that can assist with 
a variety of benefits and services as well as 
organizing events for the Legion post. He also 
volunteers with several veterans organizations 
including the Westlake Military Veterans Net-
work and GallantFew. 

Mr. Williams’ service is consistent with the 
finest traditions of the United States Air Force 
and reflects great credit upon himself, the 
State of Texas, and the United States of 
America. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
would have voted yea had I been present for 
Roll Call 524, Bill Number S. 3905 on Decem-
ber 14, 2022. 

f 

HONORING COMMISSIONER MARC 
NAROTSKY 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today to honor Marc Narotsky 
for his stellar service and contributions as 
Commissioner of the City of Aventura. 

Someone once said this about local govern-
ment, ‘‘when you are in local government, you 
are on the ground, and you are looking into 
the eyes and hearts of the people you are 
there to serve. It teaches you to listen; it 
teaches you to be expansive in the people 
with whom you talk to; and that engagement 
gives you political judgment.’’ 

It is this same standard of leadership and 
approach that has distinguished his success at 
the City of Aventura. With input given from 
passionate public servants like Commissioner 
Narotsky, Aventura is certain to have a bright 
future guided by a grounded approach to local 
governance, cooperation, and investment in 
the well-being of this community achieved dur-
ing his tenure in office as a Commissioner. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Commissioner Marc Narotsky for the comple-
tion of his term in office, his time, his commit-
ment, and outstanding contribution rep-
resenting the residents of the City Aventura. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF DAVID KANE 

HON. JOSEPH SEMPOLINSKI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. SEMPOLINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and service of my con-
stituent, David Kane. 

Dave, who has lived a distinguished life, will 
be 93 in March 2023. 

During the Korean War, he served in the 
U.S. Military’s 3rd Right Aviation Section on 
the 38th Parallel. 

Dave continued his public service as a cor-
rections officer in Dannemora, New York, and 
worked on the levees around Elmira, New 
York. 

Dave is a loving husband to his wife, Bev-
erly, and father to his daughter, Peggy. He is 
an outstanding citizen of New York’s 23rd 
Congressional District and is worthy of praise. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF ANDREW WHITE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Chief Andrew 
White of the Clearlake Police Department in 
recognition of his outstanding career in public 
safety. 

Mr. White was born in Walnut Creek, Cali-
fornia. After receiving a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Organizational Management and Infor-
mation Technology, he attended the Sherman 
Block Supervisory Leadership Institute. Mr. 
White began his career in law enforcement as 
a police cadet and dispatcher for the City of 
Napa. He served for 16 years as an officer 
with the Suisun City Police Department, rising 
to the rank of Commander. In July 2018, he 
became the Chief of Police for the City of 
Clearlake. Mr. White also serves on the State 
of California 911 Advisory Board and rep-
resents the California Peace Officers Associa-
tion on the California Law Enforcement Tele-
communications Advisory Committee. 

As Chief, Mr. White made significant 
changes to department spending and advo-
cated for facility and equipment upgrades to 
better serve his community. This included a 
new city phone system, new servers and pro-
grams for code enforcement, and the city’s 
first automated license plate reader system. 
During his tenure, crime rates within the city of 
Clearlake have reached historic lows and de-
partment retention has been at an all-time 
high. Additionally, Mr. White has worked tire-
lessly to improve cross-departmental relation-
ships in an effort to improve response time 
and service to the area. 

Mr. White is a devoted husband to Charlotte 
White and father of Blake, Madison, Gavin 
and Brooklyn. He and his wife have fostered 
18 children since 2009 and currently foster 
Junior, Theo, and Ollie. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. White for his 
selfless service and commitment to the people 

of Clearlake. His efforts have undoubtedly 
made our community a safer place to live. 
Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
him here today. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
BRODERICK RAYFEL CRAWFORD 

HON. SHARICE DAVIDS 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Madam Speaker, it 
is with profound sadness that I rise today to 
mourn the passing of Mr. Broderick Rayfel 
Crawford, who passed away on November 27, 
2022. Mr. Crawford was a consummate serv-
ant leader and his dedication to the people of 
Wyandotte County touched countless lives. He 
leaves behind a family and community that will 
miss him greatly. 

Mr. Crawford’s passion for health and his 
compassion for others manifested early in his 
childhood, when he would care for his mother 
after surgeries, act as medic for his six sib-
lings, and become the problem-solver for the 
community children his mother helped. He 
graduated from the University of Kansas in 
1985 and began to pursue a career as an in-
fectious disease specialist, first as a clinic su-
pervisor at the University of Kansas Medical 
Center and later at Saint Luke’s Health Sys-
tem. 

His medical work inspired a lifelong commit-
ment to improving health equity in his commu-
nity of Wyandotte County. From community 
health to food and nutrition to housing and 
transportation, Mr, Crawford was a tireless ad-
vocate, activist, and organizer. He served on 
over 25 task forces in the Kansas City area, 
using his voice to unwaveringly demand better 
for his community. 

Mr. Crawford was deeply involved with the 
New Bethel Church, where he was a Deacon 
and beloved member of the congregation. He 
worked with members of the church to create 
programs that would address community 
health and health inequities in Kansas City, 
Kansas, including pushing for pastors to take 
the lead in congregation health. He also 
served as Community Health Director, then 
Executive Director, and ultimately President of 
the New Bethel Church Community Develop-
ment Corporation. In this role, he acquired 
funding for numerous health initiatives in the 
Douglas-Sumner neighborhood and the great-
er Kansas City area. 

Mr, Crawford also recognized the disparate 
impact of COVID–19 on minority communities. 
He co-founded the Wyandotte County Health 
Equity Task Force to respond to the pandemic 
public health crisis, and he was an early advo-
cate for equitable COVID testing and vaccine 
access. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the well-lived life of Mr. Broderick Crawford. 
Mr. Crawford saw people in his community 
who needed help and chose to dedicate his 
life to service. Though his absence will be 
keenly felt, his memory lives on in his legacy: 
the programs he started, the lives he saved, 
the volunteers he inspired, and the countless 
people whose lives he touched. 
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HONORING THE DEDICATED 

SERVICE OF COLLEEN KENNEDY 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a former member of my congres-
sional staff, Colleen Kennedy of Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi. For 5 and a half years, 
Colleen served as an essential member of my 
D.C. team, ending her time in my office as the 
Communications Director. Colleen has always 
had a passion for helping others, and it was 
through her experiences following Hurricane 
Katrina that she decided to pursue a career 
that allowed her to serve her home state of 
Mississippi 

Colleen arrived in Washington in 2016 to 
serve as an intern in my office. She was then 
hired as Staff Assistant. Colleen continued to 
get more involved in serving the state of Mis-
sissippi when she joined the Mississippi Soci-
ety of Washington, D.C., as a board member, 
it was her way of bringing pieces of home to 
our nation’s capital. 

Colleen was promoted to Legislative Assist-
ant, where she volunteered to handle my of-
fice’s flood insurance policy portfolio, a signifi-
cant undertaking. Colleen led a coalition of 
Republicans in the House in stopping rate in-
creases, defeating harmful flood insurance re-
forms in the House. Without her leadership, 

expertise, or dedication, nearly 65,000 south 
Mississippians would face more expensive 
premiums. Colleen stepped up to tackle a 
long-standing issue from the Affordable Care 
Act that would have negatively impacted hos-
pitals in the state of Mississippi and the care 
available to Mississippians. 

Colleen was passionate about legislative 
issues, but her true talent was communica-
tions roles. From being a press assistant to 
ending as the Communications Director, Col-
leen thrived being the spokesperson for myself 
and south Mississippi. 

I am so grateful for all her great work for 
south Mississippi, from mailers, letters, meet-
ings, tele-town halls, interviews, social media, 
and legislative portfolios. Colleen always 
served with integrity, loyalty, and passion, 
often sharing our inside saying of ‘‘vote right’’ 
as I left for votes. South Mississippi was her 
home for decades and will always hold a spe-
cial place in her heart. And knowing her, 
there’s only one way to conclude these re-
marks, vote right. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR ENID WEISMAN 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 

Florida, I rise today to honor Enid Weisman 
for her stellar service and contributions as 
Mayor of the City of Aventura. 

Someone once said this about local govern-
ment, ‘‘when you are in local government, you 
are on the ground, and you are looking into 
the eyes and hearts of the people you are 
there to serve. It teaches you to listen; it 
teaches you to be expansive in the people 
with whom you talk to; and that engagement 
gives you political judgment.’’ 

It is this same standard of leadership and 
approach that has distinguished her success 
at the City of Aventura. With input given from 
passionate public servants like Mayor 
Weisman, Aventura is certain to have a bright 
future guided by a grounded approach to local 
governance, cooperation, and investment in 
the well-being of this community achieved dur-
ing her tenure in office as a mayor. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Mayor Enid Weisman for the completion of her 
term in office, her time, her commitment, and 
outstanding contribution representing the resi-
dents of the City Aventura. 
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